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FOREWORD 


This history has been checked to our best knowledge and belief but there may be 
‘ors due to the fact some data had to be obtained From. memory from different sources. 


‘e trust you will enjoy it and add your own notes to make your copy complete. 
The Library Board will not be responsible for any errors or omissions. 


Library Boards Members, 1956: 


Mrs.-Led | Y O1inc eee erent ret, MM te oo a ds a we President 
Mrs, George Ald ier emeenee Acre tet SO nem MEE A elt Librarian 
Mrs. Donald “Ada paageaeement te entae are Phe Peon, SAU ci 6: Secretary 
Mrs. Raymorid Mibermeet er a 2 at) ee Rah rk 24 vr Seay A ae AER < Li, Treasurer 
Trustees: 

Mrs. Truman Ackerman Mrs. E. F. Gehrls 

Mrs. Lyle Aldrich Mrs. Glen Morgan 

Mrs. Lewis Frisch Mrs. James Noble 

Mrs. Jack Garrison Mrs. Fred Rohlfs 

THE AUTHOR 


Eliza Black Atkinson was born in Akron Township, January 12, 1867, on a 200- 
acre farm owned by her father and mother, Archibald Black and Rachel McMahan Black. 
she was the youngest of eleven children. Her grandmother, mother, one sister, daughter 
and one granddaughter were each named Rachel. Her grandparents on her father’s side 
were Scotch and on her mother’s side were Pennsylvania Dutch and Irish. At an early 
age she moved from Akron township to Fairgrove township, section 17 on the farm 
where a nephew, Carl Black, now lives. She taught school 18 years and then married 
Andrew Atkinson, who came to Michigan from Ireland when he was 26 years old. They 
had one daughter, Rachel. Eliza Black taught in the following rural schools in Tuscola 
County: Partlo, Perkins, Carson, Cook, Battelle and 1 Black: ge one year in Crawford, 
Nebraska. The last eight years she taught were three years in Reese and five ~ears in 
Millington. 


The author did not try to write each individual family in the township, only those 
sioneer families who settled in Fairgrove Township before 1890 and whose descendants 
are still living in the township. 


PREFACE 


The History of Fairgrove Township was written by Eliza Black Atkinson in 1949. 
Since then, many changes have occurred, making it necessary to rewrite part of the 
history. Mrs. George Aldrich (Eva Misner) was assigned the task of rewriting and 
conrecHing where necessary. The history includes a supplement by Mrs. Aldrich who 
is ; deeply indebted to all those persons who have so willingly cooperated in providing 
information. The supplement includes chronological arrangement of dates, list of doctors 
practicing in the township, history of local education, governmental history, history of 
fire department, additions to church history and pie interest stories under heading, 
“Did you know that” and “Who remembers”. 


The president of the Library Board, Mrs. Ted Young, appointed Mrs. E. F. Gehrls 
and Mrs. Truman Ackerman to assist Mrs. Aldrich in compiling and editing of the 
history into book form. 
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Picture taken 1913 when Ealy, Hinkley and Company were pro- 
prietors, and Will Campbell was cashier. Fairgrove Bank is now a 


branch of the State Savings Bank of Caro with Charles Bowles, 
cashier. 
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FAIRGROVE TOWNSHIP IN TUSCOLA, MICHIGAN 


The sun never shone on a more lovely spot of God’s Primeval world than that now 
known as Fairgrove Township. On all sides it is bounded by the same fertile lands. 
It was covered by a heavy growth of valuable timber when first seen by white men. Tall) 
sentinel pines and the giant beech, ash, elm. and maple wtih spreading branches, grew, 
and thrived through countless ages before the tread of human beings was heard on. 
the rich soil, carpeted deep with leaf-mold. 
{ 

Animals such as the deer, bear, wolf, fox, beaver, coon, skunk, porcupine and squirrel 
lived here. Some say the buffalo roamed through these forest paths in the long ago. 
Sometimes the migrating birds would be so numerous, in passing, as to darken the sun) 
for hours. The call of the quail and turkey were often heard by pioneers. Geese and) 
ducks made their homes along the creeks in the township. 


The first people of which-we have any certain knowledge, to have lived in Fairgrove} 
Township, are the Indians. Only quiet peaceful Indians were found here when the} 

of | ls = 2 i ree F : j 
Township began to be settled by White pioneers. The first land grants being given in, 
1851. Some of these early settlers came in, bought their land, went away and didn’t 
bring their families and really live on the land until later. The period of actual sectle-| 
ment begins in 1852. f 


I 
| 


The early settlers quickly made log houses. log barns and log enclosures near their, 
I 


barns for their cattle. For roofs they split thin pieces off logs and called them shakes.| 
Their chimneys they made of sticks and cla 


or split logs they called puncheon floors. 


| 
| 
y- Their floors were either hard beaten clay | 
| 
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They tearned to harvest and use the wild fruits, especially berries, which grew in 
abundance. In the fall they gathered nuts that fell from the beech, hickory, walnut and 
hurrernut trees. They learned to use every resource that had been provided for man’s 
sustenance, comfort and enjoyment. There were no mills and no stores. Often it was 
es to the nearest neighbors home. They learned to pound corn to make meal and 
to pound wheat to make flour. Sometimes when wheat was scarce they would boil 


mil 


potatoes and mix with the flour to make it last longer. Making maple sugar was a 
pleasant task in the Spring. Sometimes the men would go to Flint and buy groceries and 
flour. Some would carry wheat on their backs to Frankenmuth and bring back flour. 
To reach these places they had to follow the Indian trails through the forest. A little 
larer some carried these things on the backs of horses, if they were lucky enough to own 
, horse. Most of the pioneers used oxen for all kinds of team work. When the Town- 
ship was surveyed by the Supervisor, D. P. Hinson, and the roads laid out, good roads 
began to be built and ic then was a familiar thing to see a wagon roll by, drawn either 
by a yoke of oxen or a span of horses. The low swampy places were made safe by 
cutting logs and securing them across the roads. These they called corduroy roads. 


Not the least in the Eternal scheme of things were the Pioneer women. They cared 
for their children, did their house work and often helped clear the land and raise the 
crops. 


[ well remember one Pioneer woman, my mother, living in Fairgrove Township 
who took wool and carded it with hand cards, making it into rolls. She spun these 
rolls into yarn. Some of the yarn she used to knit stockings and mittens for the whole 
family. She had a loom and wove wollen cloth and carpets too. She used to home spun 
yarn for the wool, and cotton yarn for the warp in making cloth. She braided straw and 
sewed it into hats, using rye straw because of the long stalks and few joints. She split 
che straw, making a thin and light braid, then after sewing, blocked the hat over the end 
of a round stick of wood. She tanned deer hides and made them into mittens and gloves. 
Sometimes she tanned skins of small animals with the fur on and made the backs of 
mittens and gloves with these. In the early days she took a barrel, set it on end, bored a 
hole in the side near the bottom, filled with wood-ashées, then poured water on the ashes. 
When the water was run through the ashes it became lye. She boiled fat in this lye, 
making both hard and soft soap. 


She was a good practical nurse. Her mother before her being a good nurse, and her 
husband's brother a doctor. She learned much from them about medicine and the care 
of the sick. This woman was no exception among the women of her time. There were 
thousands of heroic Pioneer women who spent their busy lives for others. 


The time and environment always bring out latent qualities, enabling us to do our 
part in whatever place we find ourselves. Settlers in the wilds of the country sometimes 
used skins of animals as a medium of exchange. A muskrat skin being worth 10 cents 
They had candle-molds into which they poured tallow, after securing a wick through 
the center where each candle was to be run. I have one of these molds my mother used 
in making her candles. There were no kerosene lamps until the year 1857, but long 
after this date some of the early Pioneers used candles to light their homes. 


The Indian ponies always wore bells. The Pioneers put bells on their livestock too. 
The animals were more easily found if they strayed into the woods. 


The real orderly settlement could not be made until the land was surveyed. The 
government survey of land, of which Tuscola County is a part, began in 1822 but was 
not finished until February 1835, owing to swamp lands and difficulty in transporting 
supplies through the wilderness. 


On March 2, 1850 the State Legislature passed an act, giving Tuscola County the 
right to elect its own officers and transact its own business. Then began the period of 
settlement that extended to the northern part of the County, including Fairgrove 
Township. 


December 31, 1855, the Board of Supervisors of Tuscola County organized Town- 
ship 13N of range 8 East to be designated as Fairgrove Township. 


The following information was copied from a photo-static copy obtained from the 
Secretary of the Interior, Washington, D. C. 


The list of land entries made prior to the year 1861. 


Town 13 north, range 8 aest. 


SECTION 1— Michael Buchanan ..... sept.. 9, 1855 
Charles Knickerbocker ..Oct. 28, 1854 Digyig FS Stele poe ot. Mepis 2 £535 
Ebenezer Warsa eek ia. Oct. 28, 1854 SECTION s6-- 

Mason T. Baker = eee oe Oct. 28, 1854 Webster H. Jones ...... Jan. 13, 1855 
Blachan iGliifond ea... 0s... Jan. 5, 1855 tide Sianabione ints Sept. 24, 1855 
Norman Harvey rete Sept. 22, 18) John Jacob \Richter ..... ce elo) 
MAG A de a pa ee William Gotwald ...... Oct. 3, 1855 

SECTION 2— Joba Simo soe iwelads tA Dec. 10, 1855 
Charles McDuftee rie. es Nov. 9, 1854 SECTION 7— 

George Parhelaget + is: Nov. 5, 1854 ‘tae Nov. 29. 1854 
Joseph Newbold ....... Feb. 19,1855 hess ent ie Be ee ale ele 
Norman Barvey aaisecs Sep 22.1899 A McGrady eee a eae 3) 
eee i is a Michael Buchanan ..... fone: >, 155 
Benjamin Billington ....Oct. 8,1855 ok Z me See 
avid ErSrecler ye fons 9)4555 

SECTION 3— Michael Buchanan ..... June <9, 1855 
Robert McFarland ..... Nov. 1, 1852 Jesse tome os en ae Aug. 20, 1855 
JopavMcFarland . <ais 2 Now (71,1852 Owemk unkte so -.4..58 Sepe, 6.11855 
Pasir AveChHSOn qatk. BAe Feb. 16,1853 Worm COne gi 22 a2: Sepm, 6, 1055 
Harriet Ann Fonda ..... Sept. 9, 1854 POETS GS 
Willican Faicheldudesce udlax!0, 1854 = DECHION 8— 5 
William Burton ....... June 8, 1854 Albert Roe... --...-5-- Oct. 25, 1894 
Charles McDuffee ..... Nov. 9, 1854 ipa bere, <> 2 ae ee June - 165) 
Ranstord 45. Bryant... ... Nov. 28, 1854 POSSE SOUS eas ne Dept. 24, LS) 
RaAbeePariik a. Dec. 28, 1854 Norman Cone 72. .-0.coepE b1, 1855 
Birdsey Pereag 2 7... Dec. 28, 1854 Jesse Stone ...........Sept. 24, 189 

‘ \feisia Gata & ele beeen ae Aug. 27, 1856 

SECTION 4— 

Albert VanVerheis ..... Sept. 4, 1854 SECTION 9— 

james KR Philipsas san 4 < Oct. 24, 1854 Philander Hozen ....... May 4, 1855 
Lyiiait J. Corbi ames <2 Nov. 23, 1854 Ropers Dutleriee oe. <n 4 June 15, 1855 
Porm Fiance} 2 eae Dee 12-1854 Wallace R. Barrlett'..... July 27, 1855 
Pyoisey]. Corbitt. =u Feb. 2,1855 TESEGOES TO) 0 Seana eee Sept. 24, 1855 
fObere Butler eres... June 15, 1855 SECTION 10— 

SECTION )35— AarGn Beavers wos 6 yee: July 14, 1852 
Koientee Daxter . ate ee Nov. 29, 1854 Herman Camp... 2. Nov. 12, 1852 
Thomas McGrady ...... June 5,1855 Williaa Acwater ic >. (5 Wear 14857 
Michael Buchanan ..... June. 5, 1853 Charles H. Summers ..... Janl 1251853 
SegpemSroneny 2... 2 ee Aug. 20, 1855 Bligh Hddy; Yo 20S vreee June 11,1854 
Owen Kunkle........: Sept. 6, 1855 George Bryant 2/20... Oct. 28, 1854 
IN@rman Cones te. Sept. ab. 1852 Alonzo Fairbanks ...... OeOZ551855 


_ 
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ISECTION LI1— SECTION 18— 


ff Henry G. Sherman ..... Mar. 16, 1855 David. Le Steeles, oon Aug. 20, 1856 
eT homias Granam 2... 3 sept. 12,1855 Joseph R. McGlone ....Nov. 5, 1856 
William Fairfield ...... Aug. 12, 1856 Reuben Hitchcock ...... July 19, 1854 
George W. Black ...... Septe 7, 1858 Jatties: Oris B22 ah oe Jan. 9, 1854 
a Peter Honsinger ....... Sept. 18, 1851 

of; i DS , 

SECTION a ' Franklin Fairman ;.3.).. May 28, 1860 
David J. Pulsipher ..... Apr. 11, 1854 George Burgess ........ Aug. 2, 1860 
Valentitie’Goates. Jo. pati >, 1855 = 
Edwanl Reclifouis outs Nov. 2, 1854 SECTION 19— ’ : 
Henry G. Sherman 2.2: Mar. 16, 1855 Aaron Burdick ........ Sept. 23, 1856 

William R. Convis ..... Mar. 16, 1855 (haties Pattersonw. «eee Oct. 15, 1856 

Henry GuSheriany, 220.5 July 5,1855 Reuben Hitchcock ..... - July 19, 1854 

fames Van Valkenburgh. Sept. PETS 75 Walliam, Parks >... cree Mar. 12, 1855 

Mason S. Samson ....... crs Dera. ames A. Stowell ....... Jan. 13, 1852 
DeE859 -2t0 : 

Charles C. Mallory ...... Oct. 16, 1856 

ee Mee accion O20 

Thomas (Grane eae Oct. 30, 185 Bore ama pbell oars eae Oce asl Sak 
Anthony Harmon ...... Nov. 16, 1854 eee paul Apr. 28.1852 
Morensi Sherman Mar. 16, 1855 Ho 9 ROR ease eae 
| Morensi Sherman ...... a ae ‘Haiiies! faliCe 5 0. tek ee May 6, 1854 
SECTION 14— Whales. White ...9 Se" June 26, 1854 
Virgil L. Wilcox ....... Oct. 17,1854 Ry OA Bie cs Nov. 8, 1854 
Thomas Groban eee Oct. 30), 1854 Benjamin Dennis aS aa Dec. 20, 1854 
— Richard R. Jackson ..... Apr 5, 1859 John Dennis .......... Dec. 20, 1854 
ikay Berne eee, Mar. 19, 1859 Gedice Destoit wri 2: Matnry 1a 
B pWavid Cater 2 une Oct. 16, 1855 SECTION 21— 
| SECFION: 13 ee era side on aa oe rie 1852 
a “Eiger Aicet: | eae June 9, 1852 fae ee ppu nr AS te ome 
| ees. y : Jaen V.oOcku. bate tates Nov. 14, 1853 
B  iimizy (Claes eres Tuite O18 52 Tia aeee Cam War20. 1854 
F Henry Clay 2... at. June 16, 1852 ee eee 
a : aron Watrous, Jr...... Aug. 22, 1854 
Herman Camp 775 =oe Nov. 10, 1852 Ecatn Seretran Rise 8 1854 
Richard ‘Pater... see July 16, 1854 Ceseie ae isan Nie 7 1854 
Romanzo E. Goodnough Nov. 27, 1854 Ses 6h ly ae Phas 
B Vired, S: Wilcox, - game July 27, 1855 SECTION 22— 
 <james, fo ROberts: eae Oeae 1895 Stoo gies) ae ae come Junées9, 1852 
POD LCG aes a 6c enema Oct.~ 9, 1855 ASA LOCC AL «on .cjeee Junen 7, 1652 
Be nae atval Chapman . i242 22 June 14, 1852 
5 T ( 4 ? 
Ree. ot & evo, Lysanden |: Lewis..<22ae Nov. 29, 1853 
j David Cahoon ......... May 23, 1855 Waller. O.. Pratt ye Sept. 10, 1854 
t Amos Holmes... 2% 226 Mar. 31, 1856 Ate 
Syston LCransc0n ace June 24, 1856 SECTION aes ¥ 
George W. Smalling . . . . June 24, 1856 Virgil S. Wilcox ....... Oct. 17, 1854 
§ Nathan: Lace. .( oe sceres Mar. 19, 1856 Durfee C. Chase Fetes July 25, 1855 
beomara oriith 2% 2/565. Apr. 1,1859 David A. Salisbury ..... Aug. 31, 1855 
David E. Cranston 12 ..¥. June 24, 1856 SECTION 24— 

SECTION 17 Patciek Sheridan gee Sept. 4, 1855 
William Cooper ....... June 6,1853 Obed Wright ++... .Sept, 4, 185° 
Orville Oris gai bale Dec. 27 1853 Alva Spaulding Shia wees tomer Dec. fs 1855 
Iran bappaneiee een Aug. es 1854 William J. Rawson ..... July 5, 1856 
Alferd Benton? 24.40. Nov. 4, 1854 SECTION 25— 

Jonas: Bellinger tae deus May 22, 1855 Daniel R. Sortwell ..... Dec. 19, 1854 


Herman Andrews ... 
Samual Moreland .... 
Herman Andrews ... 


| Ezra Heath 


SECTION 26— 


Carlton Wilber ..... 
Lucius<S. Marvin: sie 
Joshia iN. Heaths... 
Simeon Daines ...... 
| Ralph Holingworth .. 
Contton Wilbur ae 
Ambrose Matthews ... 
Oliver A. Dickenson ... 
Peter Dower een se) 


SECTION 27— 


Leonard Canfield ..... 
William Hanna..... 
Bela B. Blakslee ..... 
Watson Luther ...... 
Oliver B: Wilcox... 
Oliver A. Dickonson ... 


Peter Bowen 9.5. ... 


SECTION 28— 


John P. Maxwell... .. 
Dpavid Ringle =. 22... 
John S. G. Bodge .... 
Hermon: Camp... .. 
Danial S. Dewey... 5... 
James TH. Streeters... . 


SECTION 29— 


Davia Fo Hinson... . 
Marvin Hinson ..... 
George Whitehouse .. 
John Houghtaling .... 
William Abell ...... 
Madison J. Marsh .... 
Samual Hinman ..... 
Elijah Phillips ....... 
James H. Streeter ..... 


SECTION 30— 


Edward Packer ...... 
Samual W. Dexter ... 
EW ia JACGDS.. oa 
James M. Edmunds .... 


SECTION 31— 


James Spencer .<.\.. 
Ce cee Ny a ee ee 
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plbery Haver... <6 4 
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26, 1855 
11, 1855 
27,1855 
29, 1835 
4,1855 


9, 1852 
211854 
5, 1854 


. 11, 1854 


29, 1855 
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24, 1852 
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24,1854 
20, 1854 
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21,1853 
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7, 1854 
8, 1854 
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8, 1855 


. 90, 1854 
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30,1851 
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20, 1850 
16, 1852 
3, 1853 
8, 1853 


Samual P. Booth 


Pacrick Connelly .... 


SECTIONG 32. 
David P. Hinson 


Revi hea ee 
James Bennet ...... 


Wiliam Burton 


SECTION 4325 
David P. Hinson 


Thomas M. Knight 
James Benner. ..... 
Pienmgm, Camis. 29)5". 
Elijah Phillips ...... 
Charlotte Luther .... 
Hermon, Camp .s4 5. 
Squire B. Crawford 
George Whitehouse ... 
Albert Arnold .'.. 


iC) 


ECTION 34— 


Thomas M. Knight 


Storms S. Arnold 


James Rideout ..... 
Albert kather 5 ox... 
Henry Winchell .... 
Henry Brigiet a. oe. 
Peremilly Brusie .... 


SECTION 35— 


Catifons Walbue. oc. 
Michael Hiller ...... 
Aaron Watrous, Jr. ..... Dec. bis Co eer 


Daniel Dunn.... 
Daniel Dewey. .. 


Michael Hiller ...... 
pe Lee ite 2 


We aron Wat MGROWI oo oe 
William King ..... 


rat CD MR eee 
Daniel 


Daniel Kinyon ..... 
Lewis R. Vangeisen ..../ 
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William Burton .... 
Thomas Streeter .... 
David P. Hinson ... 
Bela B. Blakeslee ... 
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Dee. 11,1854 
Dec. 16, 1854 


we Jan. 10, 1855} 
.May 18, 1855, 
ey 8 eee 1855} 


June 11,18 


Aug. 4,18 
Bene a: | 


WM" WW nr 
Os) eet oT 


\ 
\ 


POS CO OS 
AY XA 
Wi Ov 


Ae ee Te 


Nove25, 185 
Dec. 19, 185 


Aug. 13, 1853 


4 
Nov. 2,1854 
8, | 


rrr rr rarer SSS snnnsInIsannnnnonnnnnnnnnnoanamnaned 


Kana 


history, the Indians were the first settlers. But 
sixty year afcer the first settlement in the town- 


‘One Indian in particular is remembered by the 
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AN INDIAN CHARACTER 


As has been stated in the beginning of this 


ship, a tribe of Indians still spent part of their 
time on the creek banks in and near Fairgrove. 


older generation. He was called Old Indian 
Dave. His Indian name was Ish-don-quit. His 
squaw's name was She-she-bang and his dog's 
‘name was W/a-ba-canoe or vice versa. His 
-wigwam was on a fish pond north west of Fair- 
rove village. He was a member of the Chip- 


oS 


-pewa rtibe. He was a leather-necked old red- 
skin who with his deaf and dumb son, known as 
-the dummy, wandered from house to house in 
the country bartering and bargaining. He died 
in L910 at the age of 109 years. 


Altho land grants were recorded before 
1852, this year is believed the first permanent 
settlers came bringing families and making 


permanent homes. 


They bought lands from the Government, 
some paying 50 cents, some 75 cents and some 
$1.25 an acre. Still others obtained their land 
under the Homestead Act. 


Indian Dave, age 106 years. 


CLAY FAMILY:— 


The first of these settlers to arrive was Amzy Clay. He arrived June 9, 1852. With 
him came his father, Henry Clay, a sister, Elizabeth, and a niece, Martha Ann Schofield. 
He selected the S. W. 4 of Sec. 15, (Now part of J. W. Hickey estate). On the 9th 
of June began the first real work on the opening of the old Sebewaing and Watrous- 
ville road, running from Watrousville North through Fairgrove Township and on 
through Unionville to Sebewaing. 


WILBER FAMILY:— 


Oct. 5, 1852, Zaphanish Wilber and family arrived. His wife's maiden name was 
Miss Elizabeth Tucker. Their children were as follows: Christopher, Lucinda (Mrs. 
Dugald Black), Lurinda (Mrs. David Black), John, and Philetus. 


HINSON FAMILY:— 


Oct. 6, 1852 came David P. Hinson and family. His brother-in-law Nelson Vickory 
and family, and Mrs. Hinson’s father came with him. 


Marvin Hinson, a brother of David P. Hinson, was an early settler on Section 29. 
The first cemetery, known as the Hinson cemetery, was laid out on his farm. Later the | 
bodies there were removed to the Brookside Cemetery, 4 mile SW of the village of 
Fairgrove. 


Mr. David P. Hinson was active in the early settlement of the Township, being the 
first Supervisor, and elected to the office many times. The Township needed roads. He 
surveyed the Township and laid out the roads. 


some of his descendants. Levias, his son, owned the land for many years. Bessie (Hinson) 
Green and her husband Horace Green, next owned the land. The old house, located on 
the 4 acres now owned by Wanda, a great grand daughter of D. P. Honson, burned, 
and Horace Green built the house that now stands in its stead. Now, in 1956, a part 
of the original grant, 80 acres, is owned by Mary (Partlo) Profit a great grand daughtér 
of D. P. Honson and her husk ind, William Profit. The first house built by D. P. Honsin 
was located on this part of the property. 100 acres is owned by a great grandson, Ward 
Green, and his wife Vera (Black) Green. Four acres is owned by Wanda (Green) 
Wilson a great grand daughter of D. P. Hinson, and sister of Ward Geren. 


The land he first bought of the Government at 75 cents an acre is still owned "| 


In November of 1852 occurred the first marriage in the Township. Ic was that of 
Miss Elizabeth Clay and John P. Wilber. The ceremony was performed at Amzy Clay’s 
house by Lucius $. Marvin, Esq. 


McFARLAND FAMILY :— 


In the fall of 1852 Robert McFarland and his son John bought land, and the next | 
Spring Mr. McFarland and his son Andrew and Srep-son Charles E. Fonda came in and 
pring i 
commenced improvements. 


LUCE FAMILY:— 


James Luce came from Pennsylvania to the wilds of Michigan in 1827. He married 
Miss Betsey Gardner in 1850. Their children’s names were: Augusta, Shubal N., Celia A., 
James, Ida, Joel, George and Rose. Mrs. Luce spent nearly 4 years with no near neigh- 
bors but Indians, except one White settler 4 miles away. Mr. Luce was a soldier in the 
Civil War. Mr. Luce at times carried their provisions from Vassar on his back, carrying 
50 Ibs. to a load. He was school director for 15 years, and overseer of highways for 
12 years. Mrs. Luce served as mid-wife at the birth of 104 children in Tuscola County | 
and once attended 5 births in 48 hours. 


MAXWELL FAMILY:— 


Peter Maxwell, a farmer and Civil War veteran, was born in N. Y. State in 1828. i 
He came co Fairgrove Township in 1868 and located in Sec. 20, (The land is now | 
owned by Gayle Ellison). He was married in July 1864 to Miss Elizabeth M. Whaeton | 
of Newfane, N. Y. Born to this union were Burt D., Carrie B., Tillie A., Arthur T,, | 
Sarah J., and Walter E. He and his family have been life long members of the Metho- 
dist Church, holding offices of honor and trust in the church. Supa who married Arthur 
McCreedy, is still living in Fairgrove in 1956 in the house where her parents lived | 
after retiring from the farm. 


RINGLE FAMILY:— 


In the Spring of 1854 Mathias Ringle and wife came from Ohio and settled on 
Sec. 21. Sept. 22, 1854 was born to Mr. and Mrs. Ringle, a son David, believed to have 
been the firsc White child born in the Township. 

After a few years stay on the farm, Mr. Ringle built the beautiful house that now 
scands on the farm, one of the oldest houses in the Township. This house he patterned 
after the house on his old home in Ohio. 


Romanzo E. Goodnough, brother-in-law of Mathias Ringle, settled on Sec. 28, in the 
Spring of 1854. 


Ringle House, Old Land Mark 1886. 


HONSINGER FAMILY:— 


Philip Honsinger, a farmer, was born in Vermont, Apr. 21, 1819. In September 1851 
he came to Fairgrove and bought 160 acres in what is now Fairgrove, then a part of 
Rogers. He bought the land in 1851 and brought his family in August 1855. His children 
were: Harrison, Alice, Frank, Mary, and Adeline. 


In 1881 they were delighted to hear the whistle of the train, instead of the howl of 
the wolf. 


Mr. Honsinger was highway commissioner for 5 years, justice of the peace for 3 
years, and school director for 12 years. The Honsinger school house was built on his 
land. He and his family were active in helping build the Methodist Church House in 
the village. 

Harrison Honsinger, son of Philip, a farmer and carpenter located in Fairgrove 
Township on a part of the old homestead, later moving to the village of Fairgrove. His 
wife, Jane, was a daughter of Ralph Johnson. They had one daughter, Mrs. Jay (Alta) 
Shannon, now deceased. 


Frank Honsinger, another son of Philip, locaced on the old homestead and married 
Tena Welter. Later he sold the land and moved to California. His children were: 
Floss, Willis, Nellie, Bruce, and Clayton. 


SE TE A SE 


9 


WYLIE FAMILY:— 
Joseph Wylie came to Fairgrove from Ohio in 1882. He buile and operated a 
flour and feed mill which was on the lot where the Mrs. Emma Adams and Milton! 
Adams houses now are. The mill burned in 1906. He then lived in Akron for 6 years 
where he was manager of the flour mill. He was an instigator in getting the first Fair- 
grove school orsanived and was one of the three officers of that Pe Pes for 14 el 
His children were Sadie, (Mrs. Frank Rutherford) Myrtle, Ralston, and Olive, (Mrs 
James Foster). 
FOSTER FAMILY:— : 
Mr. and Mrs. John Foster came from Canada to Fairgrove in 1880 and settked on a 
farm in Section 19, now owned by Mrs. Malinda Campbell and son Thane. They had | 
five children John, Sarah, Mary, James and Lizzie. Joseph and William Foster came | 
from Canada with their parents the following year, 1881. They settled on a 160 acre) 
farm in Section 28. Joseph Foster had one daiiohcet, Mrs. Lee Metcalf, who still lives on: 


part of the farm. Robert Foster, grandson of William, owns the other parce. William 
Foster had two children, Peter and Margaret. 


HUNTER FAMILY:— 


John Hunter was born in Scotland in 1823. He ran away from home when 13 years | 
of age, hid in a boat and came to Canada. He came to Fairgrove in 1882 and settled in | 
Section 19 on the farm where Mrs. John Hunter and Carmin Hunter now live. Ten of | 
their 13 children also came to Fairgrove. They were James, Mrs. Jack Foster, Mrs. Archie | 
McCloy, Mrs. Joseph Foster, Baralt Robert, John, William, George and Allen. The | 
grandchildren who now live in or near Fairgrove are Jim Foster, Edith Kirk, Amy Davis, | 
Sarah Metcalf, Maggie Wolverton, John Pare and Carmin Hunrer 


SHERMAN FAMILY:— \ 


Nathan Sherman, farmer and carpenter, was born in Vermont, August 4, 1812. On 
September 7, 1839, he married Miss Polly Thompson, of Vermont. To this union were 
born five children, Nelson B., William, Duane, Loella and Benona. 

Mr. Sherman and family came to Fairgrove in the Spring of 1860, and settled in | 
Sec. 20. The place was a forest. The land was wet. The water in the creek was knee | 
deep and abounded with fish. It cost five dollars to have a barrel of flour brought 
from Watrousville when the price of flour itself was only five dollars. It took the man 
about two days to bring the flour and return. 


The Nathan Shermans were members of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ. 


NELSON B. SHERMAN FAMILY:— 


Nelson B. Sherman, farmer, was born in Vermont, Feb. 2, 1841. He came with 
his parents to Michigan in 1860. On Feb. 18, 1862, he enlisted in the Seventh Michigan 
Cavalry, Co. C, and served his country in crushing the late rebellion. After the close of 
the war he served in guarding the Overland Stage Route over the Rocky Mounatins 
from the attacks of the Indian. He was honorably discharged from the service September 

28, 1865. He married Miss Helen J. Cook, of Hartland, Michigan on October 14, 1868. 
They had three children, Raymond, Elroy, and Orissa (Bishop). They had 140 acres 


of land in Sections 17 and 19, in Fairgrove. Their church preference was the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 


Nelson B. Sherman's children were born west of the Village of Fairgrove, on the 
farm now owned by Allie Johnson. Mr. Sherman’s father, Nathan Sherman, a carpenter, 
built the house and barn. This farm is 40 acres of the 140 acres, the remaining 100 
acres were across the road, which Ramsden and Hovey now own. 
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DUANE SHERMAN FAMILY:— 


Duane Sherman, farmer, was born in Vermont, in 1851. He came with his parents 
ro Michigan in 1860. He married Miss Adelaide Welter, daughter of Jacob and Sarah 
Welter, on May 9, 1872. To this union were born ten children. Mrs. Sherman’s death 
at the age of thirty-six years lefe Mr. Sherman with nine children living, Sarah, Maude, 
Viola, Leota, Clyde, Arthur, (Margaret died in infancy). 


Dean Lovell Coleman, grandson of Leota Sherman Kickbush, and great-great grand- 
son of Nathan Sherman, is the youngest descendant living. For 96 years some of the 
Sherman families have lived in or near Fairgrove. 


CRANSTON FAMILY:— 


David Cranston, farmer, postmaster, school teacher, merchant, and notary public, 
was born in New York State. He married Miss Ann E. Smalling. His children are as 
follows: Elizabeth O. (Mrs. Wm. Partlo), Frances (Mrs. Dave Bussing), Henry, Mrs. ‘te 
Dutcher, Mrs. F. H. Rogers and Mrs. W. C. Johnson. 


Mr. Cranston settled on Section 16 in 1857. He was a local preacher in the United 
Brethren Church for many years. He was a soldier during the Civil War. 


HARRIS FAMILY:— 


Francis W. Harris was born in Ohio in 1842 and came to Fairgrove in 1872. He 
located on Section 22. He married Miss Ellen Foster of Madison, Ohio. One child was 
born to them: Mary C. (Mamie) who, married John Hickey (deceased). They had one 
son, Foster, who now lives on the old homestead and one daughter (Ellene) Hickey 
Foster. 


Mr. Harris was school moderator 8 years, school director many years, Township 
Clerk 5 years, and later Supervisor of the Township. He was affiliated with the Metho- 
dist Church. 


BUSSING FAMILY:— } 


David W. Bussing who located in Sec. 10 was born in N. Y. State in July 1839. 
His wife’s maiden name was Miss Francis Cranston. He came to Michigan Feb. 7, 1865 
and located on the land he bought of the Government. The remainder of his life 
was spent here. 


CARTWRIGHT FAMILY:— 


L. E. Cartwright, whose parents were Daniel and Eliza Cartwright, was born in 
Gilford Township, July 23, 1876. He married Jesse M. Green April 14, 1898. He set- 
led on Sec. 9, Fairgrove Township This land still belongs to his wife. 

Orlando LeValley located on 120 acres of land in Sections 34 and 27. 


McCORMICK FAMILY:— 


Thomas McCormich came to Fairgrove in the early days. He was interested in the 
lumbering business. He located on 100 acres in Sec. 17. Later his property was owned 
by Mrs. Lottie Furman, her daughter Lettie (Mrs. Sprague), and son Davillo Furman. 
They sold the land to Mr. James Thompson. Now it is owned by Mrs. Beulah Humphrey. 


JENNINGS FAMILY:— 


E. B. Jennings, son of Daniel and Lucinda E. was born in 1852. In 1862 he came 
with his parents to Fairgrove and settled on the farm where he resided until his death. 
He cleared and improved 112 acres of land. He married Margaret Bedell in 1874. 


Following are the names of their children: Edna A., Lucinda E., Clarence E., Frank A., 
and Eunice V. 
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ALDRICH FAMILY:— 

Sylvanus N. Aldrich was born in N. Y. Stace in 1836. He came to Fairgrove in 
1857. In 1861 he brought his family and settled on Sec. 32. He married Miss Maria 
L. Haggerty of N. Y. State in 1859. Names of his children are as follows: Helen L,, 
George N., Charles M., and Slyvanus Bryce. 

From early in life Mr. Aldrich was interested in the mercantile business. His first 
venture in this line was travelling through the country. His goods carried by a horse 
hitched to a buggy. 

In 1874, Sylvanus H. Aldrich, better known as Vene, built a general store which 
burned in 1901 on the site now occupied by the drug store. Sometime after 1883, he 
sold this to a Mr. Harrison and moved to Swartz Creek. In the meantime, the small 
house and store combined, which sat on the corner where Sunoco Station now is, and 
in which Dan Lane had opened the first grocery store, had been sold and moved off 
the lot to where it now stands just west of the Presbyterian church. Hall Gaylord and 
Frank Stone bought the lot and built the building now standing on the lot. Sylvanus 
Aldrich returned to Fairgrove, bought the building from Srone and Gaylord and tre- 
opened a general store. 

Marcus Aldrich, brother of Sylvanus, built the first hardware and implement shed in 
1883 where Doug Montney’s. store stands. He, too, came from New York and settled 
on a farm in Section 32. His children were Lauera, Rosella, Eugene, Addison, Horace, 
Ben, and John. 


Store built by S. N. Aldrich, in the 1890's. 
ROBY FAMILY:— 


Milton L. Roby, of the firm of Roby and Wylie, married Miss Nancy Fulton of 
Logan County, Ohio, February 7, 1859. 

Their children are as follows: Thomas, Margaret J., Susan A., Sarah B., Rhoda M., 
Jessie M., Elton L. and Nellie A., who married Everitt Jameson. He came to Fair- 
grove in 1880 and bought land on Sec. 27. He owned a partnership in a threshing 
machine and in a flour and feed mill in the village. He and Mrs. Roby were mem- 
bers of the Covenanter Church. 


iA 
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| JOHNSON FAMILY:— 


Ebenezer West Johnson was born in Plymouth, Ohio, April 3, 1834. He came ‘to 
fairgrove Township in April, 1954. He worked one year for Ira Tappan for which he 
I} peceived $100. With this money he bought 80 acres of land. When he was 21 he and 
Levias Hinson were the only young single men. : the Township. On Jan. 1, 1860 he 
married Miss Julia M. Shaw, of Shetiela, Ohio. Their children’s names are as follows: 
Elmer L., Lillian M. (Mrs. Morice Aymer ), Oliver TT. Adélat. Anat macs, Roclourcher >, 
Rowena M., (Mrs. J. Kintner), and William F. Beryle, Morice and Stewerc Aymer are 
ereat grandchildren of E. W. Johnson. In September 1861 Mr. Johnson enlisted in the 
Union Army. 


November 1862 he settled permanently in Fairgrove Township on Sec. 17. In 1884 
had 60 acres of the original grant, having sold part of the estate in town lots for the 
village. Residue was sold to John Mills, and what remains is owned by Herb Mills. 


Mr. Johnson was the Supt. of the first M. E. Sunday school in Fairgrove. He had 
been Highway Commissioner and assessor in the school district. He and his wife were 
life long members of the M. E. Church. He was class leader, Supt. of Sunday School, 
reacher, and prominent in the work of building the Church House in the village. 


Luther E. Johnson and wife, Carrre, came to Bane Township in 1874. They 
located on Section 19. They came from Ohio. They had three children, Allie ,;who with 
his wife Ollie, (Everitt) own the old Nelson Sherman homestead in Section 17, Lee and 
Grace, who married Ray Stoddard. Mr. Johnson worked in the North Woods winters 
and on his farm summers when his farm was new. 


Warren Johnson, brother of Ebenezer West Johnson, who located in Section 21 on 
an 80 acre farm had one daughter, Eva (Mrs. George Hunetr) now deceased. Harold 
Metcalf owns this farm. 


Seymour Johnson, brother of Ebenezer West Johnson, came from Ohio and lived 
many years in Fairgrove. He married Miss Mary Phillips of Fairgrove. He spent his 
last days in As btabules Ohio. He had two sons, Charles of Aba a, Ohio, and Luther, 
now deceased. 


JOHNSON FAMILY:— 


William C. Johnson, no relation to Ebenezer West Johnson, married Anna M. Cran- 
ston Aug. 13, 1854, both he and his wife came from New York State. He came to 
Fairgrove in 1857 and homesteaded the farm two miles north of the village of Fair- 
grove, now owned by John Monchiloy. At that time there were no roads leading to the 
farm and neighbors were miles away. Mr. Johnson helped cut out the old Sebewaing 
and Watrousville road. His children’s names were as follows: Walter, Oscar, William 
and Bertha. Bertha married Charles Smalling. They had three daughters, Nellie, Gertrude 
and Evelyn. Gertrude Smalling Preston lives in Saginaw. The other two daughters 
are deceased. Bertha Johnson Smalling still is living in Saginaw. 


DAVISON FAMILY:— 


James A. Davison, Sr. whose parents are John and Jane Davison was born Aug. 5, 
1840 in Ontario. In 1851 his parents moved to Huron County, Mich. In 1875 he came 
to Fairgrove Township and lived here 20 years. He married Jessie Drysdale July 26, 
1861. Miss Drysdale was born in Glasgow, Scotland. Their children were as follows: 
William J., Robert, Eliza J. Truax, Magsie Crosby, James A., all of who are deceased, 
and Jessie McCloy and Alexa Smith, still living in Fairgrove. 
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James A. Jr. a carpenter, married Miss Anna M. Trimble, who still lives in Fairgrove. 
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MONTE! FAMILY— 

Ferdinand Montei, born in Prussia, came to Fairgrove Township in 1875. He se- 
lected a farm in Section 24. He married Miss Kate Brinkman April 14, 1873. Their 
children’s names are as follows: Minnie, John D., Hattie, William, Godford, Louis, 
Anna and Charles.. 

PARTLO FAMILY:— 


Charles Partlo, son of William and Anna Partlo, was born in England, November 3, 
1825. He married Mary J. Richardson August 29, 1851. Mr. Partlo came to Fairgrove 
Township in March 1861 and bought the farm in Section 8 he owned and resided on 
until his death. (This farm now belongs to Harvey Sahr). His children’s names were 
Eliza Ann, Martha Jane, William John, George, James W., Mary E., Edward M., Wesley 
R., Ellen M., Charles and Medora. At one time the Partlo School sat on his land, hence 
the school’s name. 


STODDARD FAMIL Y— 


W. F. Stoddard, son of Cameron and Jennie E. Stoddard, was born December 14, } 
1857. He came with his parents to Fairgrove Township in 1858. His father selected 
120 acres of land tn Section 22, which now belongs to Foster Hickey. In 1872, his | 
father was elected County Clerk and moved his family to Caro where he passed away 
in 1876. After two more years the family moved back onto their farm. In 1880 W. F, 
Stoddard married Miss Eva Draper who was born in 1864 in Oakland County. Three 
children were born to them, Leroy A., Ray F. and Lucile L. 

GARDNER FAMILY— 
William Gardner, son of William A. and Eliza E. Gardner was born May 25, 1842, 


in Erie County, N. Y. In 1868, he came to Fairgrove Township, built a house on his 
father’s farm in Section 15. He helped his father clear the land where he and his father 
lived out the remainder of their lives. He married Della A. Beach, October 12, 1872. 
Following are the names of the children born to them: Delos, Frankie, Ray W., and 
Mattie E. (The farm is now owned by Joe Stekl.) 

RICHTER FAMILY:— 


John Jacob Richter, on October 5, 1855, bought of the Government Land Grant 
290, fifty-two acres of land in Sections five and six in Fairgrove Township. He paid 
50 cents an acre. After passing through several different hands, Benjamin Godkin bought 
it in 1877. He sold a part of it in 1887 to James Beatty. In 1902, Beatty sold it co Henry 
Rohlfs, who in 1919, sold 100 acres to George Aldrich and wife, Eva (Misner) Aldrich, 
who own and live on the farm in 1956. 

JAMESON FAMILY:— 


Renwick J. Jameson settled on Section 34. His wife’s maiden name was Miss Rose 
Gordon. They bought their land from Peter Shaver in 1882. Their children were: Elmer, 
who once kept a furniture store in the village: Clyde, who owns the old Eli Martin farm 
in Gilford and a house in Fairgrove in which he resides; Evart, deceased, was a railroad 
man; Orville, deceased, in the early days was partner with his brothers, Clyde and Evart, 
in the threshing business; Grace (Mrs. Wim. Hoffman) deceased, and Anna, a nurse, 
now the wife of Ed. Eby. Clyde and Anna are the only surviving members of the family. 


Armour Jameson, a nephew of Renwick Jameson, came from Indiana and settled 
in Section 5. His wife (Miss Mott of Indiana) was a milliner and brought a box of 
goods into the wilds. She supplied the girls with hats while the supply lasted: Stillman 
Jameson once owned the building where the Starkey and Montney Market now is. 
Samuel Jameson, a brother of Renwick, was a carpenter. The brothers married sisters. 
Samuel had one daughter, Alice. 


Wekeman’s General Store was located where now in 1956 Max Aldrich has an ap- 
pliance shop, the oldest store building in Fairgrove. 
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BURROUGHS FAMILY:— 


Jesse Burroughs was once a familiar figure in Fairgrove. He was a musician and 
show man in the gay 90's. He now ts a music director in Richmond. His father, R. C. 
Burroughs, kept a general store for many years. His mother kept a millinery store in 
connection with the general store. She was prominent in W.C.T.U. work. Mr. Bur- 
roughs was Sunday School superintendent in the United Brethren Church. Herman 
Burroughs, another son, was once postmaster in Fairgrove and worked in his father’s 
store. They had one daughter, Grace. All three were musically inclined. 


MOORE FAMILY:— 


John Moore brought his family from New York State and located on Section 18. 
He was a Methodist preacher in the early days. Perry, his oldest son, married Hattie 
Otis and settled on a farm two miles north of Fairgrove in Section 5. Adelaide, who 
caught school for a few years, then married Albert Burlingame; Lucretia, also a teacher, 
married Smith Stanard, who had a furniture store in Fairerove. Merri,t who married 
Maggie McAlpine, was drayman and farmer. (He bought the Honsinger Homestead in 
Section 19 from Frank Honsinger, and now his son, Harry, and wife, Fern (Blair) own 
and live on the farm. Orville, who married Nell Richardson, and Lillie, who once was 
Mrs. Allie Johnson, are all passed away. 


BLACK FAMILY:— 


The farm on Section 18 was once owned by Isaac Broadworth. D. McLaren owned 
ic at One time, so also did Joseph and Alonzo Vandemark. Now it is owned by Claud 
Black and wife, Nellie. Mr. Black has added 40 acres to the original 80 acres. 


OTIS FAMILY:— 


Orville Otis and James Otis were brothers and among the first settlers in Fair- 
grove Township. Orville selected 200 acres, 80 in Section 8 and 120 acres in Section 17. 
His children are as follows: William, graduated from Commercial Department of 
Fenton Normal College in 1885, later bookkeeper and business manager in Saginaw; 
Frank, travelling Nea an Nellie (Mrs. Frank Luther) lived all her like on the boaies 
setad her father bought of the Government; Orville, Jr., better known as Orrie, who now 
in 1956 owns the old homestead, married Agnes Misner and located on 80 acres in 
Section 8, part of the original grant, (Now owned by Ellis Aldrich, hybrid seed corn 
producer.) He sold his farm and came to the village of Fairgrove and.owned a hard- 


ware store for many years. For 34 years he was manager of the Gilford Elevator but 
retired in July, 1956. 


James Otis located on 120 acres in Section 18. His children are as follows: Mary 
(Mrs. Ed. Michaels), Hattie (Mrs. Perry Moore), Nettie (Mrs. Richard Johnson), and 
Edward, merchant, who married Lottie McCreedy. Nettie Moore Owen is a grand- 
daughter of James Ous, and is living in Fairgrove. 


When the two brothers brought their families into the wilderness, there were no 
roads except the old Sebewaing road, running through the eastern part of the Town- 


shop. They cut the first road ‘through from the Sebewaing road to their homes, and 
other settlers came in on this road. 


SMITH FAMILY:— 


Leonard Smith settled on Section 16 when the township was young. His two 
daughters, Angelette and Julia will be remembered by many. Angelette married John 
Ames and Julia married Henry Miller. Afterwards, she was married to Charles Bribner 
and had a daughter, Maude, who owns 80 acres in Section 21 known as old Ringle farm. 
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WILBER FAMILY:— 

Wesley Wilber lived in the southern part of the Township. He married Miss Laura 
Walder. They had three sons, Lot, Austin and Horace. Lot, the oldest is a farmer. Austin 
and Horace are both school teachers. Austin was Superintendent of Vassar and Caro 
schools. Horace was Superinrendent of Millington Schools and later taught in the 


State Normal at Ypsilanti. 


STAUB FAMILY:— 

Louis Staub, a blacksmith, came from Bay City with his wife Amelia, and family. 
He located north of the village in Section 17, in the year 1877. 

He and his family were members of the Lutheran Church in Sebewaing. 

His children were as follows: Minnie, ‘Tena, Rosa, Charles and John. Charles, living 
on the homestead, is the only one still living. 


BENNETT FAMILY:— 
James Bennett located in the early days of the Township, on 80 acres in Sections 
32 and 33. His boys William and Lawrence grew up on this farm. Addie married John 


Bishop and remained on the homestead, (Howard Foster now owns this farm). Ada 
married John Cookenmaster and lived across the road from the old homestead. This 
farm is now owned by Harold Profit. Flora married Simon Ringle and Carrie married 


Pete Johnson. 


BARBER FAMILY:— 
Samuel L. Barber and his wife, Margaret, came from New York State in 1867 and 


located on an 80-acre farm in Section 9. His land was all virgin timber and he had to 
clear a place on which to build his log cabin. Part of the original grant is still owned 
by their son, Bert. Their children’s names are as follows: Julia, Lydia, Myra, Jennie, 
Cloris, Ber,t Frank and Samuel. 


ALLAN FAMILY:— 

John Allan located on 80 acres of land in Section 19. He and his wife, Grace, came 
from Canada, bringing with them their children. ‘The children are as follows: James, de- 
ceased, who married Sarah Kintner, settled on 80 acres of land in Section 5. Grace, 
deceased, who married Lavern Bloomfield, lived for many years on the old homestead. 
Maggie, who married Stephen Noble, located in Gilford Township. Belle, deceased, 
married Bill Blair. 

The Allan homestead is still owned by one of Mr. Allan’s descendants, James A. 
Noble, a grandson who with his wife, Lucile (Hall) and family of four children have 
remodeled the original home and made it an attractive, modern home. 


INGLIS FAMILY:— 

George Inglis arrived in Fairgrove Township with his wife and family January, 1876. 
They came from Canada. He bought 160 acres of land in Section 13. The children he 
brought from Canada are: William, John, Edwin, Alfred, Jessie, Emma (Mrs. F. R. 
Adams), Lucinda (Mrs. Martin Sharer), James, George and Walter. His youngest son, 
Elmer, was the only one born in Fairgrove Township. 

Some of George Inglis’ neighbors were H. Irish, W. P. Convis, E. Hempstead, Thomas 
Graham, P. Phelps, the Fairbanks family and the Tibbits family. 


SHEARER FAMILY:— 


John Shearer located on 80 acres of land in Section 25. He bought his land from 
the Government when Fairgrove was new. He was a thrifty farmer. He often quoted 
“Not what we earn but what we save counts.” His son, Martin, married Lucinda Inglis. 
He spent his last days on the homestead, now owned by Burdette Butcher and wife. 
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‘RISH FAMILY:— 
William Irish arrived in Fairgrove Township about 1870. He brought his family 


with him and located on 80 acres of land in Section 12. His children’s names are as 
follows: Minnie, Alfred, Julius, Mary, Mattie and Ida. 


CAUFIELD FAMILY:— 


James Caufield with his wife, Jane and family came from Oakland County, Michigan 
about the year 1895. They located on 100 acres in Seciton 30 and Section 31. Their only 
children are: Anna and Emma, who now reside on the homestead bought by their 
father. 


McCLOY FAMILY:— 

Archibald McCloy, whose father fought in the battle of Trafalger under Lord Nelson, 
was born May 15, 1820, county Antrim, Ireland, and Nancy Pollock McCloy, born 
june 12, 1821 County Derry, Ireland, both of Scotch descent, were married in Huron 
County, Ontario in 1854. 


To this union were born the following children: Margaret (McCloud), Nancy 
(McPherson), Alexander, James, William, Archibald, Robert, Jonn, Jane (Misner), 
Welch, and Ellen (Hunter). In 1877 they settled in Fairgrove Township on Sec. 18, 
now owned by Ray Larson. Their oldest son, Alexander, preceded them to Fairgrove 
Township in 1876 and settled in Sec. 7 on farm now owned by Harry Bublitz. He was 
married to Ann Jane Beard. Their children were Anna (Wood), Archie E., David, 
and Alexander (deceased). 


James McCloy, a son of Archibald and Nancy McCloy was born Aug. 29, 1850 in 
Ontario, Canada. In March 1876 he married Elizabeth Underwood. The following Fall 
he came to Fairgrove. He selected 120 acres of land in Sections 5 and 6. This farm he 
resided on until he came to the village to live. His children are Nancy (Montgomery), 
deceased, John, Archie, Mary (Kirk), Flossie (Mantey), deceased, Freddie, deceased, 
and Robert, deceased. A granddaughter now owns*the farm in Sec. 5. 


Welch McCloy came to Fairgrove 79 years ago. He married Jessie Davison and 
lived on the old homestead for many years. He then bought the old James Knight farm 
in Section 18, now owned by John Hadeway, before coming to the village to live. Six 
children were born to them. Bryson, Tressie (Patterson), Grant, Clare, Wilson, and 
Olive (Bellant). Mr. McCloy is now, in 1956, in his 93rd year. 


McALPINE FAMILY:— 


John McAlpine and his wife, Mary McNeal, moved from Jarvis, Ontario in 1887 
and lived in Section 17 on a farm now occupied by Carl Black until his own log house 
in Gilford Township was built. They had 5 sons and 6 daughters: James, Robert, Jack, 
Neal, Frank, Sara (McKinney), Mary (Miche), Martha (Hill), Fannie (Campbell), 
Maggie (Moore) and Annie (Campbell). 


James, the eldest son, married Lizzie Hagen and one son, Will, was born before 
leaving Canada. Jenny, John N., Hannah (Achenbach), and Blanche (Smith) were 
born on Section 6 where James located after coming to Fairgrove Township. For many 
years he was an officer in Pardo school district and also supervisor of township for ten 
years until the time of his death in 1934. His son, John N., was appointed supervisor 
to fill the vacancy and remained so until his death in 1949. The old homestead is 
owned by Jack, a grandson of James. 


Robert McAlpine married Mary Ann Shreeves and settled in Section 6. They had 
three children, Earl, deceased, Kate (Mahnke) and Dorothy (Murday). Kate and Milan, 
a son, own the farm Robert McAlpine cleared. 
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SHERIDAN FAMILY:— 


Patrick Sheridan and Ellen O'Brien were born in Ireland and married in Detroit 
by Bishop LeFever. On December 1, 1855, they settled on first recorded land in Section 
24. They obtained the deed on their land December 1, 1856. Their children were Julia, 
Marcella, John, Thomas and Timothy. The father died and was buried on the farm when 
Timothy was only a baby. 

Timothy stayed on the farm and married Jane Toohey. Both are now deceased. His 
children are Ella, Bessie, Pat, John, Tom, Julia and Tim. The farm stayed continuously 
in the family for over 100 years and is now owned by various members of the family. 


DAVIS FAMILY:— 

John C. Davis was born in Holmes County, Ohio, June 29, 1842, being an only 
child. When the Civil War broke out, he enlisted in Company F 16th Infantry. On 
October 18, 1861, he was married to Kezie Taylor. They were blessed with 5 children, 
namely, Mrs. Chas. Pike (deceased), Mrs. Lottie Kirk, Joseph and Robert, all of Fair- 
grove and Walter of Saginaw. In 1882 he moved with his family from Ohio to Fair- 
grove, settling on what was called the McCluney farm. Later the Davis's sold this farm 
and bought a neighboring one in Section 30, occupied now by Edward Sny.. They lived 
there until the year 1906 when they retired and moved to the village. 


LUTHER FAMILY:— 


Original location of Albert Luther's property, date of instrument, December 11, 
1854, NW14, Section 34 T 13 NR 8 E. 160. Albert Luther and wife, to Curtis Luther, 
March 16, 1861. Curtis Luther and wife to Watson Luther and wife. Mary Jane Cham- 
berlain Luther, November 29, 1864. The children of Watson and Mary Jane Luther 
were Charlotte Lucretia (Mrs. Frank Arnold), John W., Frank R., and William. Watson 
Luther and wife, to William Luther, December 11, 1914. In 1860, Mrs. Watson Luther 
(Mary Jane Chamberlain of Vassar) taught the Hinson School, her pupils numbered 
forty. Her wages were $1.75 a week, and boarded at the homes of the pupils, a week 
for each scholar; part of the wages were collected by a rate bill. The present school 
house of brick was built in 1901. It is the third school to be on the site. The first 
school was moved to the Jacob Layer farm, now the Clifton Metcalf farm. A second 
school was built and later moved to the Ransom Tibbett’s farm now the Peter Campbell 
farm. 


CUTTS FAMILY:— 


F. W. Cutts was born July 19, 1871 on the farm his parents settled on in the fall 
of 1866, the southeast corner of Section 35. The farm has remained in the Cutts family 
for 90 years. 


ROHLFS FAMILY:— 


Diedrich and Mary Rohlfs moved to Section 11, Fairgrove Township, 1 mile North, 
11% mile East, and 14 mile North of Fairgrove in the spring of 1876, where they home- 
steaded and cleared S. 14 of NW 14 of Section 11, Fairgrove. They brought with them 
five children — Fred, Diedrich Jr., Henry, Mary, and Hattie. That summer another son, 
Edward, was born, and later two more sons. Arthur and William. 

Fred, Henry, Deidrich, and Edward bought neighboring land, most of which was 
wooded and had to be cleared for farming. 


In 1895 Mrs. Rohlfs passed away and in 1899 Diedrich married Florence Mallory. 
To this union was born a son, Robert. 


When Arthur was married in 1901, he bought the homestead where his son, Glyde, 
now resides. 


Grandsons and great grandsons of Diedrich Rohlfs, Sr. now own and operate the 
homestead and other farms in the area, totaling 1,603 acres. 
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In 1898, owned by George Misner dealer in farm machinery, 
wagons and buggies. 


MISNER FAMILY:— 

Jesse Misner and family arrived in Fairgrove from Port Dover, Canada in 1882. He 
located on 80 acres of land in Section 6, now owned by Fred Krause. Mr. Misner drove 
a wagon through, loaded with furniture, drawn by a span of horses. It took about two 
weeks for him to make the trip. His wife and family came by train. His children are 
as follows: Agnes (Mrs. O. L. Otis), Bert, who passed away in 1931, and Julia (Mrs. 
L. Brown). 

George Misner, brother of Jesse, came to Michigan about 1882. He married Jane 
McCloy in 1887, and went to Canada. in 1890, .be returned and opened an implement 
store in Fairgrove. He closed this business after the big fire in Fairgrove in 1901. He 
was a travelling salesman for Deering Harvester Company for 10 years, bought the old 
Ingersol place, north of the village, now owned by Kosto Floral Company, and retired. 
They had four children, Nellie (Mrs. A. W. Davis) of South Bend, Indiana; Eva (Mrs. 
Geo. Aldrich), Samuel and Ethel, both deceased. Samuel was sergeant in World War I, 
served in Sanitary Train, Third Division. In World War II as a Commander in the 
Navy dental corps, he set up dental facilities in Sydney and Brisbane, Australia and at an 
undisclosed submarine repair base in the South Pacific. He made recommendation for 
the dental facilities of the 7th fleet and served a tour of duty as its Senior Dental Officer. 
He was a personal friend of Admiral Halsey, commander of the 7th fleet. 


GORDON FAMILY:— 


., George Gordon came from Ireland at the age of 15 years and landed in New York 

City. He worked his way from New York to Fairgrove Township. In 1869, he mar- 
ried Ellen Kirk, daughter of Robert and Sarah Kirk. To this union four children were 
born, Sarah (Mrs. Giles Osgerby), deceased, John, deceased and two who died in in- 
fancy. In 1881 they bought the northwest 70 acres in Section 6. This land was a thickly 
wooded section, very swampy and inhabited by rattlesnakes. He cleared a small plot 
and built a home, carrying all the lumber on his back, oftentimes through water waist 
deep from a sawmill located on what is now the George Aldrich farm. John Gordon, 
son of George and Ellen, married Asenath Shanklin of Southfield, Oakland County in 
1905. To this union ten children were born, Glen, Marion, Wilber, Melvin, Wiletta, 
deceased, Clyde, Easson, Hazel (Mrs. Lorraine Tobias), Morris, deceased, and Asenath 
(Mrs. Harold Humm). Easson, youngest son of John, now farms the old homestead. 
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ADAMS FAMILY:— 


Fred R. Adams, now deceased, and his wife Emma Inglis Adams came to Fair. 
grove in 1889. Their first grocery store was in part cf the then Cranston Post Office 
on Main Street located on the site where Don Starky now has a repair shop. Mr. Adams 
next bought the general store from Mr. Harrison which Slyvanus Aldrich had built and in 
which he had a general store for several years. Mrs. Adams had a millinery store in 
part of the building. In 1900 Fred Adams buile the brick store now occupied by his 
son Milton and grandson, Donald. In 1901 the old building burned to the ground. Ted 
Young's drug store is now on the site where the old Adams building stood. 

In 1895, Elmer Inglis started to work in the general store owned by his brother-in- 
law, F. R. Adams. In 1915 Elmer Inglis together with Milton Adams, son of F. R. 
Adams bought an equal share in the business. When Fred Adams retired Elmer and 
Milton became equal owners. Elmer retired in 1947 after fifty years of continuous 
service in the store. The Adams’ families have been in business in Fairgrove for 67 
years to date. 


CAMPBELL FAMILY:— 

Peter Campbell and wife, Mary, with infant son, James, came from Canada in 1870 
and settled in Section 29. The entire country was forest. The first year he cleared 
enough ground to plant potatoes. Five more children were born to them, Lizzie (Hill- 
man), Maggie, Joe, Mabel (King) and Arthur. Years later, Peter bought in Section 
27. A-son, James, remained on the homestead, which is now occupied by a great grand- 
son, Blenford Campbell, son of Arthur. 


PIKE FAMILY:— 

John Francis Pike and Ann Cook Pike, his wife with their baby Charles, migrated 
to this country from Wells, in Somerset county, England, in 1868. They first settled in 
Oakland County where two more sons were born, William in 1870 and Edwin in 1871. 
A fourth son, Fred, now deceased, was born when they lived near where the Heatherstone 
Convalescent Home is now located. In 1874, the Pikes moved to Fairgrove Township 
and lived in a log house on the place now owned by Wm. Tonkin in Section 24. In 
1875 they sold this and bought 40 acres in Section 23 for $250. John Pike, deceased, 
was born in 1876 on this forty. His wife Hattie Mantey Pike and daughter, Doris, still 
own this land. In 1885 the family bought another 40 acres in Section 26 where Ed Pike 
now lives. Around 1900 Edwin bought from his brother William the 40 acres where 
Harold Pike and his wife Lillian live. The father of the above sons died in 1906, the 
mother in 1914. Their children’s children are Charles’—Vilas (Mrs. Glen), Davis and 
Winifred. Ed’s—Harold and Edwina (Mrs. Dehmel), William’s—Kenneth and J. C. (de- 
ceased). Fred’s—Harry and Gladys (Mrs. Dinger). John’s—Doris. Their neighbors 
were the Colers, Sheridans and Heaths. Where the Evaneglical United Brethren Church 
now stands, the Coffin school stood, and the Pike boys attended this school. 


HOFFMAN FAMILY:— 


Wm. Hoffman, Sr. came to Fairgrove in 1907 as a harness maker and hardware 
salesman in Wylie Kirk’s hardware, which was in the building now owned by Max and 
Ruth Aldrich. After his marriage to Grace Jameson, daughter of Renwick Jameson, 
he became a furniture dealer and mortician in his brother-in-law, Elmer Jameson’s 
store. He remained here for 28 years. In 1941 he started his own business known as 
Hoffman Hardware. His son, William, Jr. is in business with his father. William and 
Grace Hoffman (deceased), have five daughters and one son. They are Marion (Mrs. 
Ken Stone), Marjorie (Mrs. Mason), Mildred (Mrs. Price), Maxine( Mrs. C. R. Jones), 
Mavis and William, Jr. 
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MANTEY FAMILY:— 
Rudolph Mantey and Bertha Eckelman Mantey were both born in Bollub, West 
Prussia, which is now in the hands of the Russians. They came to Fairgrove Township 
in 1882 and their oldest son, William, was born then. They did not remain in Fairgrove 
Township at this time but went back to Jersey City in New Jersey. In 1893 they re- 
F curned to Fairgrove Township. They now had two children, a daughter, Hattie (Mrs. 
}fohn Pike) having been born in Jersey City. They bought 40 acrces of land in Section 
23 from Mr. Coffin and 40 acres from Mr. Fred Eckelman, father of Mrs. Mantey. 
Fritz, Adolph and Carl. Rhinold has three children: Elizabeth, David and Rhinold, Jr. 
Fritz had five children: Francis (Alles), Crystal (Heggman), Carl, Bercha Ann (Tinker ) 
and Edgar. Carl had three daughters: Helen, Carol and Gretchen. Edgar, grandson 
of Rudolph and Bertha Mantey, owns and lives on the old homestead. 


EVERETT FAMILY:— 

Isaac B. Everett and wife Mary Jane with their family arrived in Fairgrove town- 
ship in 1882 and settled on 80 acres of land in Sections 15 and 16. They came from 
Wayne Co., Mich. with their four girls: Kate, Olla, Anna and Georgia. Anna married 
Chas. Cramer and remained on the farm. Her children were Everitt, Edith, Ernest, Cathe- 
rine, Lynn, Jim, Eldred and Elgene. Mr. Everett was a staunch Democrat and held office 
in the township for many years. Ollie married James McLuney. After his death she 
married Allie Johnson. Everett Cramer, grandson, now owns the farm. 


PARISH FAMILIES:— 

In April 17, 1854, Madison J. Marsh obtained from the government the land grant 
co the NEL4 of the NW14 of Section 29. In 1856 Thomas Streeter, brother of Polly 
Parish, came into possession of the land by paying the back taxes of $6.14. In 1859 he 
sold it to his sister, Polly Parish and her husband. Daniel Parish, son of Polly Parish, 
was married to Cornelia Hale in Wayne County, Michigan. To this union five children 
) were born: Della (Luther), Edward, Mary Jane (Biles), Inez (McCreedy), and Frank. 
| Daniel Parish and wife, Cornelia, and family drove through from Wayne County to the 
| farm in Section 29 in Fairgrove township, bringing With them two teams and a wagon. 
' They traded one team for 40 more acres of land. (The farm now consists of 100 acres. 
| There are two houses on the farm. Frank Parish, grandson, and Kenneth, great grand- 
son of Polly Parish, now live on the farm.) 
| 
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During the time mentioned, the trading center was Watrousville. 
Frank Parish and Ellen DeArcy Parish had two sons, Delos, County Agent of Mid- 
lanud County, and Kenneth, on the old homestead. 


ARNOLD FAMILY:— 

— On August 4, 1853 Storm S. Arnold, purchased from the government 40 acres in 
NE of SW14 in Section 34, now owned by Mr. and Mrs. Alonzo Scott. Albert Luther 
on December 11, 1853 purchased from the government 40 acres in SEY of NW% of 
p Section 34. On August 12, 1860 James J. Arnold, son of Storm S. Arnold, and Catherine 
Margaret Ruso, were married in Fairgrove by Justice of the Peace, William Wilcox. 
» They had two sons, Franklin and James W. Arnold. Franklin married Lucretia Luther, 
James married Stella Johnson. In 1881 the father, J. J. Arnold, purchased from Henry 
}and Peremilly Bruise, the WI4 of NEW% of Section 34 the 80 acres the Bruises’ had 
obtained from the government in 1855. This 80 acrces together with the 40 acres set- 
led by Albert Luther became the property of Frank and Lucretia Arnold upon the 
death of J. J. Arnold and wife. Upon the death of Frank and Lucretia Arnold, their 
only daughter, Roana (Mrs. Horton Moore) fell heir to the 120 acres. In the mean- 
time, Roana and Horton Moore had purchased from the Simeon Wright estate 40 acres 
in the NW14 of SE! of Section 34 whiche had originally been owned by Roana’s great 
grandfather, Storm S. Arnold. A son-in-law works their 160 acres of land. 
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McCREEDY FAMILY:— ; ; é 

Edmund McCreedy and his wife, Sarah Huckle, came from Jarvis, Ontario, and Set. 
tled in Section 15. There was no road to Watrousville then, jusc a path through the 
woods. He walked to Watrousville for groceries. When water was too deep, he walked 
on logs. His children were Lena (Chappelle), Elizabeth (Parker), whose husband 
years ago made the Parker plow in Vassar, Lottie (Otis), whose husband, Ed. Ous, had 
a general store in Fairgrove for several years, Thomas, Beverly and George. Lottie is 
the only one of the family living in 1956. 3 | na? 

John McCreedy and his wite, Elizabeth McNeilly, followed his brother to Michigan 
and owned 80 acres in Section 16, now owned by Herb Mills, and 40 acrces in Section 
22, now owned by Wylie Kirk. They had three children, Arthur, George (deceased) 
and Helen Leishman. Arthur, who married Sarah Maxwell, is a retired mail carrier 
and lives in Fairgrove village. 

James McCreedy and his wife, Sara Haynie, settled on 70 acres in Section 5, which 
is now part of Lornie Prime’s farm. They had 11 children — Will, Ella (Parish), Ed- 
ward, Alice (Perry), Mary (killed in horse and buggy accident), Lizzie (Christie), 
Hattie (Thompson), Frank, Guy, Harry, Minnie (Bodimer). Hattie is the only one of 
the family still living. She lives in Port Dover, Ontario. 


HOUGHTALING FAMILY:— 
Harlo Houghtaling, assessor for many years of the village, lives in Fairgrove. Once 
owner of some good farms, also of an implement shop in Fairgrove, he is now retired. 


His father’s mother was a sister of David P. Hinson. She also came from Cayuga County, 
New York. 


JUDD FAMILY:— 

Spencer U. Judd, a farmer who specialized in growing wheat, was born in Ohio, 
1844; he married Mary R. Foster of Madison, Ohio. Following are the names of their 
children: Charles H., Nellie M., Roy S., and Edith Louise, now living in Georgia. Mr. 
Judd came to Fairgrove in April 1872 and selected 120 acres in Section 2 and bought 
it from the Government. 


GAYLORD FAMILY:— 

Wm. E. H. Gaylord, architect, painter and school teacher was born in New York 
State in 1822. He married Miss Hutchins of Perry, Ohio, on March 26, 1846 and they 
came to Fairgrove in 1868. To this union were born Marion £., Margaret E., Myraetta E., 
George E., Mary E., Minetta E., Charles H., May E. and Minerva E. 

Mr. Gaylord served as township school inspector, justice of the peace and notary 
public. He was a Union soldier in the Civil War. His entire front yard was filled with 
flowers from which he supplied the churches for decorating on special occasions. His 
son, Charles Hall Gaylord, together with Frank Stone built what is now the Ed. Gehrls 
gas station, and operated a general dry goods store for several years. He (Charles Hall) 
was postmaster in Fairgrove until Woodrow Wilson became president. He was also in- 
strumental in building the Jack and Lela Davison house, the house of the late Nancy 
Montgomery, the Paul and Beatrice Butler house and the South part of Ward and Vera 
Green house. He had two children, Clara and Lawrence. both still living in 1956. 


KIRK FAMILY:— 

Robert Kirk and his wife, Sarah (Reid) Kirk, natives of Glenwherry, County of 
Antrim, Ireland, came to the United States and located in Fairgrove Township in 1862. 
They purchased 80 acres of land in Section 31. They were both of Scotch descent and 
belonged to the Covanenter Church. Following are the names of their children: Belle 
(Mrs. John Martin) who remained in Ireland, Eliza (Mrs. Wm. McAllister), Sarah 
(Mrs. Robert McLuney), James, Jennie (Mrs. Rae, Mrs. Noble), Ellen (Mrs. Geo. 
Gordon), Andrew, Ann (Mrs. Joseph Davison), William and John. 
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James, the fourth oldest in the family, left Ireland first and came to Fairgrove Town- 
ship in October, 1855, and bought 80 acres of land in Section 31. He did not live 
permanently in Fairgrove until 1861. In March, 1866, he married Nancy Miller, who 
was also born in Glenwherry, County of Antrim, [reland. In 1890 he was elected to 
represent his Representative District in the State Legislature. He was a progressive 
farmer and breeder of pure bred Durham Cattle. He died in 1892, his wife, in 1908. 


The farm is now owned by Maggie Hutton (Mrs. William J. Kirk). William J. 
Kirk, deceased, son of Andrew and nephew of James, held many public offices during 
his lifetime. 


On August 10, 1858, Andrew Kirk, the second oldest son, left Ireland for America. 
After 14 years in various parts of the United States, he bought a farm in Section 31, 
now owned by Clifford Wilson. In 1874 he married Margaret Ellison. Six children 
born to this union are: W. J. Kirk, Sadie (Mrs. Hannah), Mattie, Elizabeth (Coates), 
May (Kinney), and Robert. They were members of the United Presbyterian Church. 


Wm. Kirk came with his parents from Ireland in 1862. Bloomfield plank road was 
being built at that time. After marrying Elizabeth Drysdale of Canada in 1872, he set- 
tled on Section 32, now owned by Sadie and William Pike and son. The Wm. Kirk's 
had 9 children, 3 dying in infancy, Anna (Purdy), Sadie (Mrs. Wm. Pike), Susie (Mrs. 
Claud Hannah), Robert, James, Veva (Mrs. Frank Campbell). Robert, who married 
Lottie Davis, is a retired farmer, living in Fairgrove; James, who married Jane Boreland, 
lives on a farm in Juniata Township. 


In 1901, Wm. Kirk was elected State Representative and served two terms. He 
was president of Tuscola County Fair for 17 years. His son, James, also served in the 
State Legislature for 4 terms. They were members of the United Presbyterian Church 
as long as the church continued to function. 


John Kirk, the tenth and youngest child of the Robert and Sarah Kirk family, was 
born at Green Hill in Antrim County, Ireland. He.came with his parents to Fairgrove 
Township in 1862. March 6, 1873, he was married to Margaret Drysdale of Bayfeld, 
Ontario. He located on 160 acres in Section 20 and Section 21, Fairgrove Township. 
At one time the Covanenter Church was located on his farm. He held offices of trust 
in the Township. His family consisted of nine children: Sarah (Mrs. Elmer Jameson) 
deceased, Robert, deceased, Anna (Mrs. Bert Thurston) deceased, Wylie, Reid, Elizabeth 

Mrs. Walter Davis), James, William and George, deceased. 


James Kirk, son of John Kirk, lives on the old homestead and has 153 acres of land, 
seven acres were sold for Brookside Cemetery. James married Mary McCloy, daughter 
of James McCloy. Wylie Kirk, married Effie LeValley and is a retired farmer, living in 
Caro. His son, Alan, works his father’s farm of 160 acres in Section 23. Reid Kirk, son 
of John and Sara, married Edith McCloy, daughter of Archie McCloy. He lives in the 
village of Fairgrove. He is a retired rural mail carrier, and a farmer. He owns a farm 


in Section 16 and another in Section TEES. He =) ectalizes in raising Oxford ure-bred 
oO 
sheep. 


GRAHAM FAMILY:— 


Thomas Graham came from New York State and located in Section 14. He mar- 
ried Sophrona Black, only sister of Dr. Black of Watrousville. Their children’s names 
are asf ollows: Johnathan, Mary, Scott. Viola, Sylvia, Edward and William. The Graham 


school house was built on a corner of his land. Later he moved to Maryland and spent 
the remainder of his days there. 
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McLUNEY FAMILY:— 


Robert McLuneyand Sarah Kirk McLuney came from Antrim County, Ireland. in 
1863 and settled in Section 32 where Anna and Emma Caufield now live. They had four 
children: Sarah Ann (Mrs. Joe Wylie), Robert, Andrew and James. When James was 
seven years old, they bought in Section 28 where Joseph Campbell now lives. 

Sarah Ann married Joseph Wylie and their children were: Sadie (Mrs. Frank Ruther- 
ford), Myrtle, Ralston and Olive (Mrs. James Foster) and Irma who died in infancy. 


Some of the citizens in the village in 1899: 


Adams, Fred R., General Store. 

Adams, Mrs. Fred R., Milliner. 

Agnew, Alexander, blacksmith. 

Aldrich, Sylvanus N., general store. 

Annibal, Edgar C., constable, 21 mt. s. e€. 

Bank of Fairgrove, Hinkley and Co., proprietors. 

H. D. Hinkley, cashier, Carson & Ealy, Est. in 1886. 

Barr, Thomas J., blacksmith. 

Beals, William H., carpenter. 

Bills, Warren, Constable. 

Black, Rachel, Mrs, Carpet Weaver. 

Bosworth, Frank B., dry goods and grocertes. 

Brebner, Charles, thresher. 

Brinkman, William D., hay press, 2 mi. east. 

Burlingame, John D., livery and drayage. 

Burroughs and Huff (Herman L. Burroughs and Calvin C. Huff) pop corn 
and candy. 

Campbell, Mrs. Alta V., music teacher. 

Carpenter, Mrs. Anna, dressmaker. 

Carpenter, Charles, painter. 

Colby and Kinney (John Colby and William Kinney) well drillers. 

Cookinmaster, John, mason. 

Cornell, Bernard H., prop., Fairgrove Enterprise; insurance agent. 

Crosby, Frank B., well driller. 

Crosby,and Son (Edwin L. and Frank B.) groceries, dry goods. 

Day, Rev. Homer D. (Adventist) 2 mi. n.e. 

Dean, Rev. Frank E., United Presbyterian Pastor. 

Douglas, John A., veterinary surgeon. 

Dutcher, Richard, painter. 

Fairgrove Cornet Band, Alexander McCloy, leader. 

Fairgrove Township Library, Mrs. Robert Butler, librarian. 

Furman, Ephriam S., veterinary surgeon. 

Furman, Mrs. Lottie, dressmaker. 

Foster, William, highway commissioner, 244 mi. s.w. 

French, Elmer H., railway, express and telegraph agent. 

Gaylord, Charles H., Township clerk. 

Gaylord, William E. H., aptarist. 

Grabiel, Rev. Joseph G., Presbyterian Church. 

Green, James R., saw and planning mill. 

Hamilton, Dr. J. R., druggist. 

Hamilton, Mrs. Alice, music teacher. 

Hamilton and Biles (Dr. J. R. Hamilton, Geo. F. Biles) general store. 

Hill, Frank H., fruit evaporator. 

Hoff, Calvin C., carpenter. 
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Howell, Albert J., physician. 

[ngersoll, Mrs. J. W., carpet weaver. 

Jameson Brothers (Orville, Clyde and Evart) Thrashers. 
Jarvis, Ebenezar N., apiarist, 242 mi. me. 
Jennings, Emory B., justice, 2 mi. s. 

Johnson, Titus, chrasher, 3 mi. s.w. 

Kirk, William, supervisor, 314 mi. s.w. 

Leggert, Nickolas, barber. 

Le Roux, William, shoe and harness store. 
McCloy, Alexander, carpenter. 

McLaren, Arthur F., physician. 

Maxwell, Sarah, dressmaker. 

Misner, Dwight, bicycles. 

Misner, George, farm implements. 

Mitchell, Henry, farm implements. 

Mixter, Ray W., meat market. 

Moses, Alfred H., jeweler and justice. 

Munger, Henry, creamery. 

Murday, Mrs. Angelette, dressmaker and milliner. 
Otis, Edward J., general store. 

Owen, David M., mason and shoe maker. 

Parker, James, R. R. section foreman. 

Partlo, Mrs. Charles, carpet weaver. 

Post, Henry, broom maker, 3 mi. n. 

Richardson and Co. (Frank H. Richardson, Harry D. Hinkley ) 
Elevators, dealers in grain, hay, seeds, beans, lime, brick, etc. 
Ringle, John, thrasher, 2 m1. s.e. 

Ringle, Matt, auctioneer. 

Selleck and Brandon ( Adeline Selleck, Alice Brandon ) bakers. 
herman Brothers (Chas. and Parley), thrashers. 
malling, Charles, carpenter. : 
proul, Rev. Thomas C., Covenanter Pastor. 
Stanard, Smith, furniture. 

Stuart, Robert E., hotel and livery. 

Trimble, Etta, dressmaker. 

Watson, Harvey S., physician. 

Webb, William, Principal of School. 

Whipple, Harry R., Bazaar. 

Wise, John, carpenter. 

Wylie, Joseph S., flour mill. 

Wood, Frank, harness maker. 

Little, Jack, shoe man. 


grain. 
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* * * * * 


When Fairgrove was new and neighbors were. miles apart, the amusements that we 
now enjoy, were not theirs. They had husking bees, quilting parties, and most always there 
was at least one man in each neighborhood who owned a violin. They had dancing par- 
ties, enjoyed by old and young in the neighborhood. They really enjoyed themselves 
in the Gay 90's. Men were seen with high hats, white vests, white gloves, Prince Albert 
coats, and striped or checked pants. Ladies appeared with bustles, hoop skirts, high 
buttoned shoes and dresses touching the floor on all sides. Their wide brimmed hats 
with drooping plumes were a familiar sight. They piled their hair high on their heads 
with one long curl hanging down the side. 
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In the winter, they wore wristlets, home-knit mittens and gloves and a long woolen 
scarf, wound around the neck. What would happen if they could see the people dressed 
in the fashion of 195G? They would be as surprised as one of us would be to be set 
back to 18995. 


Now we have the Church of our choice. From the Methodist chimes we hear every 
day for miles around the village, the old sacred melodies that are so dear to us all. We 
have the clubs and different organizations for our amusement and profit. Some of them 
are as follows: Woman's Society of Christian Service (Methodist), Red Apple Club, 
Monday Club, Sunshine Club, Ladies’ Auxiliary (Presbyterian), Taylor Club, Meet ‘Em 
All Club, Merry Social Club, Neighborhood Club, Merry Matrons Club, Clef Club, Liberty 
Farmers’ Club, Future Farmers of America, 4-H Club, Masons, Order of Eastern Star, 
Lady Maccabee, Stitch and Chatter Club, Schafer Club, The Lutheran Ladies Aid, The 
Wescminster Guild (Presbyterian), The Presbyterian Missionary Society, The Boy 
Scouts, Girl Scouts, Future Homemakers of America. 

The first newspaper in Fairgrove was printed by Morton Vaughn, a grandson of 
Erastus Randall. It was printed in the building owned by Mrs. Mary L. Hough. This 
paper was short-lived and now beyond recall. 

Bernard H. Cornell, editor and publisher of the Fairgrove Enterprise, together with 
Robert Stewart, firse located a printing office above S. N. Aldrich store where now in 
1956 is Gehrls Gas Station. In 1899 Mr. Stewart entered the hotel and livery business 
and in September, 1899, Mr. Cornell bought the Mary L. Hough property, corner of Main 
and Maple streets. This property was bought of E. W. Johnson by Mr. Hazelton and 
later sold to Mrs. Mary 1. Hough. Her two daughters, Addie and Belle, kept a millinery 
store here while she owned the place. When Mr. Cornell bought the property, he moved 
the printing office here, its present location. Mr. Cornell was also an insurance agent. 
Since Mr. Cornell's death in 1942, his wife, Mrs. May I. Cornell, was editor and publish- 
er of the Fairgrove Enterprise and Henry Gehrls was the printer, with Mrs. Bessie 
Stoddard as typesetter. Mrs. Cornell was also an insurance agent. 

In 1955, Mrs. Cornell sold the pffnting and Enterprise to Mrs. Alice J. Kaczorowski, 
the present editor and publisher. 


The following is an excerpt of an article appearing in The Fairgrove Enterprise, writ- 
ten by Mrs. Carl Stoddard: 

“When the need of better homes than the log cabin was felt, sawmills were brought 
into action to provide the lumber. Not many now residing in Fairgrove can recall the 
sawmill owned by Houghtaling Brothers, located on the James Knight farm, later known 
as the William Bennett farm, now owned by Henry Horne. This mill was operated 


by water power, obtained by damming the creek. It was the old style of upright saw 
y y 8 y S 7 
much slower than the later types. 


Next came the saw mill located on the site where now the homes of Mrs. F. R. 
Adams and Milton Adams stand. This mill used the circular saw and was operated by 
steam power. Soon after, came the saw mill owned and operated by Calvin Jameson on 
his farm, now the James Foster farm. Still later, James Green operated a saw mill in 
the village, north of the elevator. This mill was operated for several years and will be 
remembered by many. It burned in 1911. 


About this time, salt was being produced in great quantities along the Saginaw 
River. Other products began to be shipped in larger quantities in barrels. The demand 
for barrels increased. The larger and more modern mill, owned by John C. Liken and 
Bach of Sebewaing was located on parc of the property now owned by the Wallace and 
Morley Elevator Company, north of the P.M. Railroad tracks. 
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The timber from the surrounding land, especially ash and elm were converted at 
chis mill into staves and headings for barrels. Other valuable timber being made into 
lumber, the land was cleared and made ready for the excellent crops of grain now raised 
in the township. 


A flour and feed mill was built by Leonard D. Roby and Joseph Wylie in 1881 on 
the site of the old saw mill which was owned and operated by Mr. Hackett. This mill 


/ burned in 1906. Now the homes of Milton Adams and Mrs. F. R. Adams are built 


on the site. 


In 1852 the old Watrousville and Sebewaing road was begun and the road made 
passable as far as John Francis’ store in the northern part of Fairgrove township that 


/same year. In 1860 the Bay City and Tuscola plank road was completed a distance of 


SPREE PTE ET EN IE I SEITE 


{2 miles which became a highway of great imporatnce.to Fairgrove settlers. When the 
township was organized, surveyed and roads laid out, the actual era of progress was 
begun. Then roads were being cut out wherever settlers had located. Although some 
of the roads were mere Indian trails, they were widened and made passable for most 
of the year. A little later, corduroy roads were made through the low swampy places, 
giving access to the old plank road leading to the Bay City market. 


As time passed, better roads continued to be made. In 1913 Myron Hall was elected 
Township Road Commissioner. That year the first stone road in the township was con- 
structed. He built the main street and then north making five-eights of a mile altogether. 

In 1914 when fall ended, it found a stone road built hee Piles north of the villace In 
1916 one mile of stone road west of town and one half mile east of the village had been 
completed. 


Good roads have been built until now, in 1956, it is almost impossible to find a bad 
road in the township. 


Picture taken before 1913. 


When neighbors were miles apart, the coming of the mails meant more to the set- 
tlers than they do to us now. 


The mails brought them about their only communication with the outside world. 
The postage on a letter in those early days was 10 cents. The corners of the letter were 
flopped over to the center and fastened with sealing wax. No envelope was required and 
a letter could be sent c.o.d. Parcel post was unknown. 


In 1857 there was a stage coach line through Saginaw, carrying mail and connected 
with the Watrousville and Sebewaing bus line. This gave Fairgrove a chance to have a 
poscoftice. The first bus route carrying mail through Fairgrove made the trip twice a 
week. The first bus driver was John McFarland, later came Henry Goff. If for any reason 
he was unable to make the trip, George Jennings, his nephew, made the trip. 

The first post office in the township was in the home of Nathan Gotham, one mile 
east of the present village of Fairgrove. This mail service was continued until the 
Saginaw, Tuscola and Huron Narrow Gage railway was built. 


When the railway was completed, David Cranston received the appointment of post- 
master and the postoftice was moved to the village in the building that once stood where 
Don Starkey has a repair shop. Later when Herman Burroughs became postmaster, the 
office was moved to a building owned by R. C. Burroughs. This building in later years 
was torn down to make room for the E. E. Jameson Furniture and Hardware Store, now 
occupied by the futniture store of W. A. Hogle. Still later, the postoffice was moved 
to the McIntyre building where ic now is with Mrs. Beatrice Wright, as postmistress 
and Mrs. Lenore Profit, assistant. Others holding the position of Postmaster were: H. C. 
Gaylord, G. B. Mcintyre, Fred Cutler, Stanley McFarlane. 


Since the coming of parcel post and rural mail carriers, we could hardly wish for a 
more complete mail system. 
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DOCTORS PRACTICING IN FAIRGROVE 


Dr. Russell D. Black was the first doctor to practice medicine in Fairgrove. Although 
his home was in Watrousville, he made trips into Fairgrove and sometimes as far north 
as Quanicassee. He rode a buckskin pony with saddle-bags thrown across its back when- 
ever he could on these trips. When obliged to leave the horse, he travelled on foot, 
carrying his medicine. He came from Ohio to Michigan. His great grandfather, John 
Black, a native of Islay, Scotland, came to this country and settled in Broome County, 
New York. Because his brother and only sister were located in Michigan, he came. 


Next came Dr. Morris and located in Watrousville. He was a familiar figure here 


during the early days of the township. He was often seen passing swiftly by, riding in 


a gig drawn by a bay horse;— doctor, horse and gig nearly always covered with mud. 

The doctor always wore a long black coat when on these errands of mercy. The school 

boys at the Honsinger school used to start in for a race with his horse as he passed 
They soon were left behind, spattered with mud while the doctor rede on laughing and 
waving his whip at the boys. 


Dr. Handy, also of Watrousville, was one of our early time and most successful 
doctors. T te are now in 1956, living in the township, some who remember Dr. Handy 
and the good work he has done. He was one doctor who practiced telling the anecdote 
while he gave the antidote, thus making the medicine more effective. He never lived 
in Fairgrove. 


Dr. Hamilton was the first doctor to locate in Fairgrove, coming here directly from 
Medical College, The Cincinnati Eclectic Institute, June 6, 1882. He was a nephew of 
Mrs. Leonard J. Roby. 


DOCTORS 


Dr. J. R. Hamilton married Alice Biles in 1886. They had two daughters, Ruby and 
age (deceased). They lived in the house on Main Street which he built, now owned 
, Elmer Smith. He practiced medicine and owned a drug store in the building now 
ow te by the Masons. Due to ill health he gave up the practice of medicine in 1904. In 
1907 he accepted a government position and moved to Lansing. In 1911 he left Lansing 
and bought in Akron where he died in 1918. His wife preceded him in death in 1911. 


Dr. Samuel McKibbon, deceased, a relative of the McCloy families came from Canada 
and located here in 1884. He built the house now owned by Mrs. Stoddard, the second 
house west of the Presbyterian church. He married Bertha Ingles, a niece of Mrs. R. C. 
Burroughs. They had two children, a daughter, Margaret niche son, James. He left 
Fairgrove in 1896 and moved to Cripple Creek, Colorado. 


Dr. U. G. Spohn and his wife Edna Dingman Spohn, came to Fairgrove in 1907. 
This was still in the “horse and buggy days” with few, if any, rural telephones. Many 
and varied were his experiences. He practiced in Fairgrove for 37 years until his death 
in 1944, having served his community longer than any other doctor to the present time. 
His family consisted of two daughters, Frieda and Kathryn 


Dr. R. Townsend and his wife Fay Hosner came to Fairgrove in November, 1911. 
He practiced here until the time of his death in 1935, a period of 26 years, next in 
length of time to give of his service to the community. Barbara Lou (Aldrich) was the 
only child. 


| 


Below is a list of the doctors who have lived in Fairgrove and the approximate time | 
they came as copied from the county clerk's record. 
Year 
When 
NAME DEGREE Recorded 
Re AMICON. tee eee ATO MOR Tae Settee Canslale arl A ree, 1882 | 
nd (ait 1 5 a ea emi Paced ries loan HiGiree pare’ Gane SEO Use tee, Sty" 1884 
i LIA 9 & 1 RDO REO Seer SRI ge Mh (Pracitced ander DrySinith veo) see. 1884 
SS WVECIC TB ISLE. aries pune erent DEG ee Ie oe ae, ee LD 1884 
(RAIS GE ANG. eet erates Homedpathie(lived inpAkron): 12) 039. - 1891 
ged Bak (ODS G Bogen Lond fe once ie mgt RETTIG AST, ATONE, BSCR aE ICR Shh it ee Cee A 1896 | 
AU MCLAREN c ee is Cee te 2 re Ce Ue TU Re pty rs ee 1899 | 
PEARS Kon Sv te LR tera hela MDD ie ie Sen elec ot. ey ee OOS By 1899 
LER ppl itat ariieragie de: dyoririsal era tae ea ODN) ie Ae ER See Oe i Cr aE 1900 
EUR GORDON | stakes tee cel pte 1 UB i peed Mra OA ree TS ae! i eee 1900 
PUG PRAIA age etree IVT RAM ERR ENN) Cel: TNE) Ay fee ara Geek: 3 1901 
Wii WRIGH P oo steer eal. oeameee Te a rh ee ere TR, 3 1901 | 
A SADE eee ie ea ah IVETE seer Ln atte ewig ie MAREE: 48 1902 | 
Be ep ol A a igi cee Oho Gang Sata yi DCO. UA eee lanes SAL Be eae oo eae ee 1905 | 
US SPOTS rt epee ens TNA ESO EMS Os Pav 12 SANE Oe A AN ERE RT 1907 
Be PONS EIN eteren oa aa ee tan DLE: SOA TA ht SS Be #0 ed ae Rs 1911 
1 ERIS Seer. ne INL Suse ee Yee Dobe ix se ff ela veital wees 4 1935 
ROB. GLARE Li. Beste a BS Te oats <BgAr Ons (ARE eon ter et ISN iA tytn Rens 1940 | 
bE Deh Fal Oe QU Var Als lg ae aad EUS Be on tod SUMP ere: i one Sacre 3S 4 
WEL Wee oe eevee eer BETO fo eet ode ante LR ION of ace Come NE ae. 1932 
TAMES Get PE ONO Tree eee i Oh INS AZEIR Ngt aga MR RI A ge pea 1947 | 
DON DOS Gaetan ie ee ae LU ee eet 6 teat ona a cean 1955 
CHRONOLOGICAL ARRANGEMENT | 
-1850 Jan. 26 First land entry, Section 31, James Spencer. 
1852 June Amzy Clay, first settler arrives and settles in Section 1). | 
Taken from an account written by Amzy Clay. 
1852 June 19 The firse blow was struck for the permanent opening of the old Sebe- 
waing road ranning from Watrousville to Sebewaing. 
1853 Nov. 2 Elizabeth Clay, sister of Amzy, married J. P. Wilber, first marriage. 
1854 Sept. 22 David Ringle born to Mr. and Mrs. Mathias Ringle, first white boy born. 
1854 Oct. 2 William Wilber born to Mr. and Mrs. John P. Wilber. 
1854 Mr. Calhoun, Section 16, first death. | 
1855 Dec. 31 Board of Supervisors organized township 13 north of range 8, east and | 
named it Fair Grove. 
1856 First school district organized — No. 5 or Hinson. 
1856 Caroline E. Stoddard, first school teacher. 
1856 Oct 11 Amzy Clay appointed town clerk ot fill vacancy of W. R. Barlett who left 
the township. 
1856 Amzy Clay received his commission as postmaster of Fairgrove. 
1856 April 7 First annual township meeting held in home of D. P. Hinson. | 
1857 John McFarland first stage coach driver on the stage coach line from Saginaw 
connecting with the Watrousville and Sebewaing line. 
1857 First post office in home of Nathan Gotham, one mile east of Fairgrove. 
1858 Kate Vickery (Mrs. C. L. Spencer) first white girl born. 
1859 Vored 52 to | in favor of township library. | 
1860 C. E. Stoddard representative to state legislature. | 
a 
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1860 
[S61 
1870 
L872 
1873 
1874 
1877 


1877 
1877 
1879 
1879 
1880 
L881 


L881] 
L881 
L881 
1881 


1831 
188] 
1882 
1883 


1888 
1892 
1892 


1892 


1894 
1895 


Census shows population 367, families 91, dwellings 91, occupied farms 87. 
Voted to raise 4 of | percent on the valuation for roads and bridges. 

Population 928, number of farms 128 

Cameron C. Stoddard elected county clerk. 

Dan Lane opened a small store of general merchandise. 

Voted on woman suffrage, 67 for, 16 against. 

At annual town meeting decided to purchase a site for town hall and to raise 
$400 in yearly installments of $100 each. 

Louis Staub has blacksmith on his farm in Section 17. 

Voted to raise money to build a bridge across Squaw Creek in Section 16. 

May Board appropriated $40 to purchase site for town hall. 

Sept. Town Hall completed. The contract had been let to Albert Shellito. 
Population 1,609. 

First Post Office in Fair Grove village in Cranston building on site of Don Starkey’s 
repair shop. 

First postmaster in the village, David E. Cranston. 

Jasper Streeter opened the first hotel in Fairgrove. 

Jasper Streeter opened first meat market. 

Mr. Streeter carried the mail through from East Saginaw by way of Vassar and 
Elkland to Forestville on Lake Huron the first time it was taken through. 
Saginaw, Tuscola and Huron narrow gage R. R. unit built through Fair Grove. 
Frank Bosworth, first telegrapher and ticket agent. 

Dr. R. J. Hamilton, the first doctor to settle in Fair Grove. 

Marcus Aldrich built first hardware and agricultural implement warehouse where 
Doug Montney now has a store. 

Fairgrove village had 30 houses and the following business enterprises: 

Liken S. Bach, sash factory. 

Roby and Wylie, flouring mill. 

Trimble & Daugherty, planing mill. 

Mitchell & Stanard, wagon shop. 

George Biles, Blacksmith shop. 

S. N. Aldrich, general store. 

R. C. Burroughs, general store. 

R Wakeman, general store. 

Sprague and Stoddard, drug store. 

F. A. Rogers, furniture, tinware and notions. 

M. L. Aldrich, hardware and implement. 

Charles Puffer, meat market. 

J. D. Burlingame, livery stable. 

J}. SeStreeter, hotel: 

J. S. Streeter, meat market. 

David E. Cranston, local preacher among the United Brethren since 1871 

John Mills, first barber shop. 

First newspaper in Fairgrove, edited by Morton Vaughn 

First sidewalks on main street made of Hemlock plank. Lumber for same purchased 
with money from a minstrel show. Local actors, Cal Huff, Elmer Johnson, Jess 
Burroughs, Herman Burroughs, Seymour Johnson and Frank Bosworth. 

First ball team. Players Joe Wylie, Frank Bosworth, Oscar, Fred and John Biles, 
Harry Shreeves, Ben Aldrich, Frank Wood, and Herman Burroughs. 

Bank built by Al Valentine, the mason. He chipped the stones by hand. 

“Hinson Grays” baseball team, players: Will and Ted Annibal, John and Frank 
Luther, Orville and Elmer Jameson, Mack and Bert Tibbits, Obe Rogers and 
Ranson Tibbits. 


1895 School District No. 8 organized, school co be in Fairgrove village. 

1896 Fairgrove’s first band, H. D. Hinkley, drum major; Bob Stewart, Fred Adams, Sam 
Moore, Frank Luther, Ted Annibal, Will Campbell, Will Johnson, O. L. Otis, 
John Payne, Alex McCloy, Andrew McCluney, Tom Campbell, Devillo Furman, 
Dave McCloy, Rube Mitchell, Frank Bedell, Will Moore, Harry Whipple, Jesse 
Burroughs, and Walter Maxwell. 

1896 Thomas Dow first teacher in village school, taught 8 grades, 82 pupils enrolled. 

1899 First cement sidewalk in front of bank and in frone of H. D. Hinkley’s home, 
now Hurley’s. 

1901 Big fire burned section berween Adam’s store and hotel — George Misner lost 
buggies and agricultural implements, Rob McCluney and Frank Wood harness 
shop, Little Jack’s shoeshop, Dr. Hawkins furniture and clothing, Crosby store 
and Wagner meat market. 

1901 Fairgrove incorporated as a village. 


CHURCHES IN FAIRGROVE TOWNSHIP 


The Seventh Day Adventisc Church was among the first to be organized in the town- 
ship. It was organized in 1865 by Elder VanHorn. It was formally organized for in- 
corporation March 12, 1869. Articies of association were signed by the following trus- 
tees elected: Chrisotpher Cramer, David Ferrin, and B. Perkins. The Church building 
was located two miles north and 14 east of the present village of Fairgrove or 4 mile 
south of village of Akron. This church in 1869 had 30 members and a Sabbath school 
of 40 members. Prominent among the church workers were the following: Zephaniah 
Wilber, his wife and family, Elder Homer Day, Sr., one of the charter members, and 
his three children, Myron, deceased, Ray, now of Fairgrove township, and Bertha (Mrs. 
Forshee), now of Washington, D. C., Chas. Cook and family. A church school was es- 
tablished in 1908 which continued for two years. Local families of which descendants 
are still residing about, and who had children in the school were the Days, McKenneys, 
Cooks (Charles), Evans, Hazens, Laymen and Forshees. Hazel McAra served as a 
teacher for the group, and also Mildred Smith Collies. Miss Amy Rogers, born in 
Fairgrove, was adventist missionary to China. Clayton Forshee, born in Fairgrove, was 
missionary to Burma and Japan. In 1919 the old building was sold and a new church 
was established in Fairgrove village. 


The Covenanter Church or Reformed Presbyterian Church held services in the 
Hinson school house in the long ago. In 1882 they built a church house located on the 
John Kirk family, 14 miles south of the present village at a cost of $2,000. June 22, 1883, 
was incorporated the “Board of Managers of the Fairgrove congregation of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church” by which act the powers of the corporation were vested in the 
ruling elders, deacons and the pastor. The membership at that me numbered fifty-five. 
The Sunday School numbered 110. Some of the pastors of the church have been Revs. 
Shanks, Hill, J. R. Wylie, T. C Sproul and McBurney Rev. McBurney was the last full 
time minister. In the carly 1900's the church was moved to Fairgrove village on 
Poplar Street. After church services were discontinued it was sold to Sam Killengbeck. 


The United Presbyterian church located on Section 18, a part of the Honsinger, now 
Harry Moore farm, was organized Sept. 30, 1873. In 1893 some of its members with- 
drew and helped organize the First Presbyterian Church in Fairgrove. It continued to 
operate as a church until sometime around 1905 or 1906 when the building was sold 
to Wm. Caldwell for $200.00 and the horse sheds were sold to Tom Murphy for $25.00. 
They were torn down and moved away. Some of the ministers were the Revs. Montieth, 


Gracy, Dean and Martin. 
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HISTORY OF METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 


About the year 1861 a class of the Methodist Episcopal church was organized in 
Fair Grove by Elder Bancroft. There were two classees holding services in the school 
houses. A formal organization for incorporation was made at the fourth quarterly con- 
ference of the Watrousville circuit, June 12, 1875, when the corporate name of “First 
Methodist Episcopal Church of Fairgrove” was adopted, and the following trustees 
elected, viz.: Wm H. Rose, Edmund McCreedy, S. N. Aldrich, Charles Partlo, and E. W. 


Johnson. 


The Methodist Episcopal Church of Fairgrove was built in 1884 or 1885. Prominent 
members who helped build the church were E. W. Johnson and wife, Dan Campbell 
and wife, Peter Maxwell and family, and Philip Honsinger and wife. Around the years 
of 1875 and 1880 the Methodist people west of Fairgrove worshiped in the Honsinger 
school, those east of Fairgrove in the Center school. For a short time both congrega- 
tions met for services in a large hall on Main Street near the R. R .tracks. Mr. West 
Johnson donated the land on which the church has always stood. Mr. Johnson was 


superintendent of the first Church School, class leader and prominent in helping to build 
the church house in the village. 


The first organist was Mrs. Dan (Alta) Campbell who lived until her 90th year. 
She served as organist 50 years. During her later years of service she was assisted by 
May Thompson (Mrs. B. H. Cornell) who succeeded her as pianist. She played for 
Easter services but died in June 1956. 


In 1940 the Methodist Episcopal, Methodist Protestant and the Methodist Church 
South joined and are now one church. The Ladies’ Aid, Home and Foreign Missionary 
Societies merged at the same time and now the Society auxiliary to the church is the 
Woman's Society of Christian Service. 


The Young Adult Fellowship was organized under the leadership of Rev. Jesse M. 
Epps. 


Among the pastors who have led the church in the past are: 


Rev Robert Cope: fic to Watrousville Reva WWW, LOWE eee hes oh ati 1921-22 
Rev aw tals Bauleycl & ecg Watrousville Gv is FOU OMe acne el nah te sb. 1923 
RevwbaG. Mooré..):...0% oe a 1886-87 Rev. Joseph K. Tibden Cay ge Oa 1924-25 
Rev. james A, Jackson. 7.2% 1888-1889 Reveal Punip its saat sinanie pax 1926 
Revalerman Ge Kare 1890-93 Rey ehopenty DTyce eae eee 1827-29 
Revs Johor.” Walketca esac a) 1893-94 Reyorred dMatchews (05a te fs 1930-31 
Rev ugene GC Allene sas oe 1895 Revs Ins IML FP CieCrard cs Nike, AR 2.26 1931-3: 
Revs Appleton Smith auaee as ase5 1896 Réw Ei Hazzard...) sale ae 1933-36 
Rev. Manley: Ps Karki ei: lee 1896-99 Rev Bruce: avis ..ee oe x es 1936-37 
Rew Win}. Clachkin Cae ae 1900-01 Rew Wm. P. Ainsworth.’.... <2. 1933-3 

Rev. Fay PW olf wil res; 1902-03 Rowse Hides... Peontd «ese 1940-44 
Rev. Frederick B. johastonu.: 2... 1904-08 Ree messe 10t Epis) ue eee bane 1944 
Rev: }..boMacKenziemews. i295) 1909-12 Rey. ieya emit. oc ob hes 1945-46 
Ren jo Me. -Puidyy clement 1913-15 Bey ee Plambs 3. deen 1946-52 
Rev. W Maylan Jomesi..'..... 1916-18 Rev. Paul W’. Plueddemann..... 1952-56 
Rey A, Bo Succes, ee ias a. 1919-20 
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HISTORY OF EVANGELICAL CHURCH 


The Evangelical Church was founded December 17, 1876 under a circuit rider by the 
name of John Miller. The charter members were Mr. and Mrs. John D. Brinkman, Mr. 
and Mrs. W/m. Brinkman, Mr. and Mrs. John Shearer, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Montei and 
Mrs. Jacob Layer. Nov. 11, 1877, Mr. and Mrs. Pecerhans. Mr. and Mrs. Deidrick Rohlfs 
and Jacob Layer united with the church. At first they held church services in the John 
Shearer home every two weeks. Later on they held their services in the old Moreland 
School house which was just west of the one recently torn down. In 1885 the Coffin schoal 
district located in Section twenty-three was divided, half being added to Moreland dis- 
trict and the other half to the Graham. In 1885 aider Rev. H. Woelker, the church 


services were moved to the Coffin school house. In 1890, the Evangelical church bought 
the school building and the land from Fairgrove Township for $170. Clint Vancotter, 
Hall Gaylord and Wm. Stoddard s signed bill of sale. The school was rebuilt into a churcli 
and a steeple was added. Dedication of the new building took place in 1894. In 1950 
the church was remodeled, the steeple leveled, stained windows installed, rostrum en- 
larged, new pews added. It was rededicated March 4, 1950. 


PASTORS OF EVANGELICAL CHURCH 


Rev: John: Miller 2. J aseeh aoe 1876 Rev: Gyr. Kellerman oe eee. 1915 
Rey Buck. Wad¢e 25 2 see Rew Ho, Howe..2s eee - 1916 
Rev. Bo Ws tomer oy, Before 1885 Rew Go South: ... Seine! 1918-23 
Rev, W.. vs Bender... ee A Women’s Missionary Society 

organized under Rev. C. F. Smith. 

Rev, suiinier Y¥Ouns' aay angen, ol 1923-26 
ReVCH. Weekes Seen eee 1885 hewe be Mob =<... x. cee 1926-27 
Revo N.. Wandértice: 7... 4 eee. 1887 Rew A De Verise ss emseeees 1927-30 
Rev. G. [eketaie sata ee 1890 Reve a eoanders, < tee ek 1930-35 
Rev: W..Ga Sweeney oo. Rew Wo Po Boettcher: |. ae eat. 1935-39 
Rev, WoBiGwaee ee . 1895 to 1898 Revie ant 22 .o..csn eee 1939-44 
Rev. Pl ASPoleyi spe Rev eimer Prichard -3556% wes .. 1944-48 
Rev; AgGeriochie. ree eee ee, A ek: 1905 KREVEBCErON , 0). Cs). See eee 1948-52 
Rev. Pentecost hi areal ies, 1909 Revie opatord yy eae, 1952-54 
Rev. Hates Beissiea ea sk? eee 1913 Bev mcoUnompson peaneee ss 1954-56 


FAIRGROVE MISSION CHURCH 


In 1875 another church called the Fairgrove Mission was located in the south west 
corner of the township of Fairgrove. John Cragg, James Gaunt, J. D. Gaunt, Phebe 
Gaunt, Mary Gaunt, Mary Yeomans, Esther Williams, Sarah Yeomans and C. D. Peter- 
shans were the ones who helped organize tt. 


HISTORY OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF FAIRGROVE 


In February 1893 a number of the members of the U. P. Church of Fairgrove, Mich- 
igan withdrew from it. In May and June Rev. F. G. Ellett of Caro, Michigan preached 
here at their invitation. On July 9th Rev. J. V. Hartness, Synodical S. S. Missionary or- 
ganized a Presbyterian Sunday School. On July 23rd, Rev. G. S. Woodhull, D. D. preached 
for the first time and soon after became the regular supply. In September a petition 
was presented to the Presbytery of Flint for a church organization. This petition was 
signed by about 30 persons, and 10 others not members. The presbytery of Flint, in ses- 
ston at Lapeer appointed the Rev. F. G. Ellett, Rev. E. A. Hoffman and Rev. G. S. 
Woodhull, D.D., a committee to visit Fairgrove and if the way be clear to organize 
a church.” 


“On Saturday, September 30, 1893, this committee met at the Honsinger’s School 
House, Fairgrove, Tuscola Co., Michigan, and after due conference oteanized the Ist 
Presbyterian Church of Fairgrove. 


Following is a list of the persons who were instrumental in the founding of t 
First Presbyterian society of the church in Fairgrove, Michigan: John Hunter, Mrs. me 
Hunter, Miss Sarah Hunter, John Allen, Mrs. John Allen, Miss Grace Allen, Miss Belle 
Allen, John Foster, Mrs. John Foster, Joseph Foster, Mrs. Joseph Foster, Mrs. Piercy, 
Robert Foster, Mrs. Robert Foster, Archibald McCloy, Mrs. Archibald McCloy, James 
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First Presbyterian Church Dedicated 1894. 


McCloy, Mrs James McCloy, Wliliam McCloy, Mrs. Nancy McCloy, Sr., Peter Campbell, 
Mrs. Peter Campbell, Miss Lizzie Campbell, J. C. Davis, Mrs. J. C. Davis, Miss Laura 
Davis, Miss Lottie Davis, Mrs. Jane Wolvercon, Mr. Welsh Mcloy, Mrs. Welsh McCloy, 
Mrs. Jane Misner, Mrs. Annie Hodgins. These and others, who united with the church 
within the first few years of its history, form the long list of faithful people who have 
laid the foundation for the present substantial church organizaiton. Their descendants 
are among the loyal, active members of the congregation today. 

The church had a membership of 35 members when Rev. Wm. Bullock became the 
pastor, August 12, 1894. He was of English birth and education. His family lived in 
the first house north of the Methodist manse. He had to walk one mile to the Honsinger 
school every Sunday morning to conduct the services. 


On October 17, 1894, the First Presbyterian Church in Fairgrove was dedicated. 
June 26, 1904 an Annex to East Side of church was dedicated. 

July 4, 1926 Corner Stone of present Presbyterian church was lain. 

In 1952 the present manse was built. 


The main organization within the church is the Ladies’ Auxiliary. There are three 
branch organizations namely the Women’s Missionary Society, the Westminster Guild, 


the Young Adult Guild. 
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Rev. G. A. Woodhull. 


Rev. V. L. Grabiel 
Rev. J. G. Grabiel 
Rev. §. P. Todd .. 
Rev. W. J. Ewing 
Rev.S. Brown ... 


. 


MINISTERS — 1893 - 1956 
Pr TROT aoe Revi nouns ee ae.) SPOTS 1918 


Rev. William Bullock ...... 1894-1896 Rev: E. O. Sutherland |. 222. 1919-1920 
hk ake ELOY Rev. DW ieonee ees... 7 £920-1923 
$22. ane LeveiGo Rev, Lote sor eae ter £92 324932 
wa une a» ES99-1904 Revi As Mertellime: 2 0 5, 2-1933-1941 
Saco ee ODS need Revel. Matchen Wee ee 1942-1945 
Sega eke PERSE Rev. Jj. Meyer wae a eae) L946 
: eee 
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Presbyterian Church in 1956. 
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HISTORY OF GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 


The first service was held on June 17, 1945 in the then Hungarian Church of God 
on Poplar Street in Fairgrove. Rev. O. Neuchterlein of Caro holding the service. 


In 1949 they were organized and the name of “Grace” was adopted with Rev. A. W. 
Wilkening of Unionville pastor and Rev. O. Fedecke of Saginaw assisting. Forty-four 
were present at organization. 

Two years later the congregation purchased a piece of property south of town and 
in the spring of 1952 ground was broken for the present Parish Hall. With the mem: 
bers doing most of the work, it was dedicated on January 25, 1953. 


In the fall of 1954, Rev. A. W. Wilkening accepted a call to Iowa, they then en- 
gaged Rev. V. Spiekerman of Merritt. 

On May 7, 1956 the congregation voted to call their own pastor. Plans for the 
church to be built in the future are on file. 


The church now has 60 Communicant members, and has a women’s organization 


called the Ladies Aid. 
HISTORYoUOreo lL. JUDEZROMAN, CATHOLICVCHURGH 


Reverend Father Joseph Roach obtained verbal Poimiscion from Most Reverend | 


Stephan S$. Woznicki, Bishop of Saginaw, October 27, 1954 to say Mass in the v illage of 
Fairgrove, Michigan. 

Father Roach, Ernest Richardsen, Jr., and Dick Laethem called on Supervisor 
James C. Kirk requesting the use of the Township Hall. Permission was granted. 

January 2, 1955 the first Mass was celebrated with 120 present. 

January 6, 1955 official notice was received by Father Roach from the Bishop 
of Saginaw- to establish a “STATION” in Fairgrove, Michigan, placing the same under 
the patronage of the Apostle, St. Jude Th: ee Hence the name St. Jude Parish. 


April 1956, property was selected for a site to build < church. John and Susan 
Stefko donated two acres and St. Jude Parish purchased ohm acres. The property is the 
east side of Thomas Road north of the village of Fairgrove limits. 


HISTORY OF OTHER CHURCHES 


The Lower Lights Mission Church now in 1956 is holding services in the Honsinger 
school house fn has been moved into the village. Pastor, "Rev. W. F. Brown. 


The Church building of The First Hungarian Assembly of God is located in the 
village of Fairgrove. This church building is the one the Seventh Day Adventist built 


in 1919. 


HISTORY OF LOCAL EDUCATION 


The first school district organized in the township was No. 5 or Hinson, which was 
organized while the township was attached to Rogers. A school house was built in this 
district in the spring of 1856, 100 years ago. 


The firsc school was taught that summer by Caroline E. Stoddard of Rogers. During 
the next winter school was taught by Amzy Clay. 


Second school to be organized was District No. 4 or Center. The school house 
was located one mile east of the village of Fairgrove. 


Third school to be organized was district No. 6 or Honsinger. The school house 
was located one mile west of the village of Fairgrove. The land being leased to the dis- 
trict by Philip Honsinger for 99 years. Some of the early teachers were Charles E. Fonda, 
Charles D. Black, J. K. Osgerby, Genevera Smith, Nellie Hill Bosworth, Lucretia Moore 
Stanard. 


it 


ee 


Fairgrove School 1900. 


Following were organized District No. 7 or Partlo, District No. 1 or Moreland, 
District No. 3 or Perkins, District No. 2 or Graham and last to be organized was Dis- 
trict No. 8 in the village of Fairgrove 

The year ending Sept. 4, 1882, there were 8 school districts, 8 school houses, 7 frame 
and 1 log, children of school age, 596, of whom* 476 attended school during the year. 
One of the schools was the Coffin School on the present site of Evangelical Church. 


Directors for the year 1882 in the various districts were, John Peterhans, George 
Inglis, Bere Shellito, T. W. Harris, James Kirk, Philip Honsinger, J. S. Vandemark 
and John Reed. Previous to the year 1896, when school district No. 8 built a school 
house in the village, the children on the west side of Main Street attended the Honsinger 
school, those on the east side went to the Center school. Various select schools were 
conducted in the village. Some of those teaching in select schools weré Celia Butler 
(Moses), Molly Biles "(Stacy 


The first school in the village at Fairgrove was a two story building. The first teacher 
was Thomas Dow who taught the entire eight grades and had an enrollment of 82 pupils. 
Below ts the roll: a star in front of the name indicates that person is still living in Fair- 
grove township. 


Eva Johnson John Strudgeon ~™ Joe Brownell 
Mable Theaker Clara Gaylord > =- Rose Horlacher 
Millie Trimble Frank Samson ~ Grace Trimble 
Millie Kinney Agnes Brownell Mary Brownell 
John Williams Alex Hovey Della Black 
*Eva Misner Ora Houghteling Will Horlacher 
Edward Youman Sadie Wylie Ora Butler 
Grace Mills Floyd Samson Charles Johnson 
Mary Benton Robert Murday Joseph Mitchell 
Flossie Dutcher Frank Theaker Earl Owen 
Bertha Samson *Jennine Burlingame Albert Biles 
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Edward Miller 
*Herbert Mills 
Harrison Mitchell 
Harry Johnson 
Frank Burlingame 
Olive Shultz 
Nellie Misner 
Sarah Benton 
Austin Houghteling 
Eva Theaker 
Pearl Clark 
*Lela Biles 

Myrtle Wylie 
Jesse Youmans 
Eva Kioney 

John Youmans 
Ada Samson 


Mildred Johnson 
Earl Stanard 
Luther Johnson 
Willie Mills 
Harlie Trimble 
Guest Biles 
Emma Cameron 
Neva Bosworth 
Loda Sherman 
Grace Bennett 
Chloe Samson 
Frank Houghteling 
Lulu Bennett 
Carrie Cameron 
*Charles Staub 
Will Bennett 
Frank Biles 


Will Mitchell 
Tom Campbell 
Maude Biles 


*Anna Trimble 


Bryce Aldrich 
LB. C. Shannon 
Charlie Aldrich 
Alex McCloy 
Robert Youmans 
Earl Bedell 
Myrtle Shultz 
Belle Myrick 
Lena Hutton 
Will Tebo 
John Finkbinder 


When the village was incorporated in 1901, a school was organized consisting of 
10 grades. The Scholl had two teachers, Lela Vandemark and Wattie Misner. The eeHGo! 
Spices were: Director F E. Stone, Treasurer J. S. Wylie, Moderator, J. R. Hamilton. 


1905 was the first graduating class from the 11th grade. 
Butler, Perrien Aldrich and Nettie Wyatt. 
H. D. Hinkley and J. S. Wylie. With the school year of 
was added, Florence Mousseau, 


The teachers were Clarence 


The sc thal board consisted of F. R. Adams, 
1906 and 1907 a fourth beaches 
who taught music and the intermediate grades. 


The first class to graduate from the 12th grade and have commencement exercises 
was the class of 1913 although there was a 12th grade in 1912, but due to an epidemic 


of scarlet fever, the school was closed a month “early hence no graduating class. The 
teachers when 12th was first taught were R. J. Smith, Mabel euler Maude A Allard, 
Nellie Misner, and Eva Aldrich. The school board consisted of B. C. Shannon, F. R. 
Adams, O. L. Otis, W. P. Campbell and James Brate. 


Burned in 1925. 
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Vocational agriculture was added to the school’s curriculum in 1926 with Superin- 
rendent Frances Ode as Agricultural leader. Since then the school has continued to 
reach Vocational agriculture. 


The old school house burned down March 1925 when the new or present school 
was in the process of being built. The table service in the first cafeteria was obtained 
by cach person, eating in the cafeteria, donating a plate, cup, knife, fork and spoon. 


On October 24, 1947, the Fairgrove High School was consolidated with the follow- 
ing districts: Moreland, Hinson, Graham, Center, Partlo and Honsinger. The name 


given the new consolidated School is Fairgrove Rural Agricultural School. 


Fairgrove Public Schools have grown during the past 60 years. In 1896, 82 pupils 
were enrolled, one teacher taught 8 grades. Less than two hundred students were en- 
rolld during 1946, with a record high in 1956 of five hundred and fifty students. Hach 
elementary teacher taught three grades in 1946, while now each grade has a teacher and 
room of its own with two sections of kindergarten and first grade while a combination 
room handles the surplus of second and third “otaders. The high school has grown from 
a small class “D” to a class “C” unit. Last years’ group of sixty-six freshmen being the 
largest class to enroll, helps one to understand that the enrollment has been increasing 
rapidly. 


There were nine teachers in the system in 1946, with nineteen employed last year. 
Three additional teachers have been contracted for next fall to bring the total to twenty- 
cwo. 


fhe fleet of buses has grown to seven with their capacity being increased from 
Pathe passenger buses to sixty-four passenger. 


One building housed all grades at the beginning of 1946. A new seven-room 
elementary school. bui Iding has been erected which houses kindergarten through sixth 
grades. Two rooms of elementary students are housed in a quonset building. The 
gymnasium has been enlarged to three times its original size. A hot lunch kitchen, a 
cafeteria, and shower rooms have been added to the original building. The cafeteria 
feeds about three hundred and twenty students a day. A ‘former country school house 
has been moved to the present school site and has been remodeld into a very fine music 
building. The former Plymouth-DeSoto garage building has been purchased and con- 
verted into an agricultural farm shop, and industrial arts building. Room for expansion 
of playground, athletic field, anda possible building site have been provided by the pur- 
chase of the thirty-seven acre farm to the west of the present site. Progress is being 
made towards a lighted athletic field. 


A student at Fairgrove high school can now choose either a college preparatory, 
vocational agricultural, vocational homemaking, or a commercial curriculum. A remedial 
reading program is being started next year in the elementary school. Adult education 
classes in agriculture are now being offered each year. Girls and boys physical educa- 
tion classes are being offered next year as well as driver training. Both vocal and instru- 
menta! music are available to all students. All major sports are offered. Forensics or 
speech work is becoming another important part of the program. Organizations such 
as the Future Farmers of America, Future Homemakers, Bible Club, Camera Club, 
Student Council, Fucure Nurses, and Varsity Club are open to all students who qualify. 
Dramatics, journalism, and social functions are included in class functions. 


The school system will have completed payment on its present debt in two years 
and will be in excellent financial condition to handle future needs. 


yi 


4l 


Sree 


TEACHING STAFF 


| BBs fo hand (pgeye 


FAQS EN Fos. 3h 
Leis ‘FigiSCht: fee mh oor mete 
Merton Luther . . 


Superintendent 
Principal 
.. Elementary Princilal, 


Sixth Grade 


Robert Colestock. .<. 2.20 ':5 Agriculture 
Winifred hlobart . aie. 2x Home Making 
Betlaheihimonreyie ae oe Commercial 


Don Damoth 
Gaylord Ribby 


So Nera ber Shop & Coach 
History & Coach 


Albte 326 alow ine. ee anie eae bcetrce = English 
= . 

Freck Siarivie® wept eae Music 

LowgtP rine. Ce -n3 So aku oe Kindergarten 


Clara Cartwright First Grade 
Margaret Hall 
Ruth McConnell 
Gaytha Jacot 
Lucille Noble 
Bessie West 

Mary Warren 
Gladys Laursen Eighth Grade 
Po aVe ae he ne meena Speech Correctionist 


Combination 


Third Grade 


1956 - 1957 
(Same as 1955-1956 excepting) 


Don Damorh 
John Meyer 


Driver Training 
Shop & Industrial Arts 


First Grade 
First Grade 


Clara Cartwright 
Jane Meyer 


Vesta Harris 
Ernestine Patterson .. 


Ait Sid esc. Eighth Grade 
Remedial Reading 
Training Program, 
High School English 


CAFETERIA PERSONNEL 


Lola Austin 


Hazel Luther 


Mabel Iseler 


CUSTODIANS 


“Pac’ Austin 


Iva Wilkinson 


Jack Austin 


GOVERNMENTAL HISTORY 


At a meeting of the board of supervisors held December 31, 1855, a resolution was 
adopted to organize Township 13 north of Range 8 east and that it be designated by the 
name of Fair Grove. On April 7, 1856 at the residence of David P Hinson, the citizens 
of Fair Grove Township assembled for the purpose of organizing the township. They 


held a business meeting and elected the first officers. 


Supervisor 
Township Clerk 
‘Treasurer 
School Inspectors 
Overseers of the Poor 
Commissioners of Highways 
Justices of Peace . - 
Morsribiess. . 6. eee 
In 1956 the officers are: 
Supervisor 


Clerk 


Trustees 
Highway Commissioner 
Justices of the Peace 


Robert Butler, Joshua Heath, Thomas Streeter 
Thos. Graham, Robt. McFarland, R. E. Goodnaugh, Thos. Streeter 
Jesse Fox, James Bennett, Obed Wright and George Bryant 


The officers were as follows: 

David P. Hinson 
W. R. Bartlett 
Lyman F. Corbin 
Chas. E. Fonda and W. H. Jones 
N. Wilber and Noah Northrup 


James Kirk 
Herman Hadaway 
George Clark 
Curtis Hall, Harry Rohlfs 
Harry Bell 
Reid Kirk, Glyde Rohlfs 


In 1901 the village of Fairgrove had increased so in population that they wanted 
their own officers. November 25, 1901, a special election was held in the village with 
the following elected officers: 
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Presiicisee wees see eee ret es co ee a Ce a J. R. Hamilton 
Clee Re a eee ee Boeri Bee Wee 2G ee os ee C. H. Gaylord 
Treasurer 8.3 VR Pwo Se eee ae SL: RRR er een een H. D. Hinkley 
A SSeSKORE Gays ee ae eee ee ea ee AVE eee, ee ae Frank Stone 
Vhistees.< S200 eee ee ee C. H. Moses, I. B. Everett, E. W. Johnson (for 2 years) 

W. H. Mitchell, W. H. Kirk and Wm. Grover (for 1 year} 


In 1956 the officers are: 


Phestdear sie oo Reace enc ie ec meet eileen Ot G5 eee E. Gehrls 
1G ory nee Oa Aer SA ewe Lg: Poe itenn Wee Ree es Mrs. Barbara (Townsend) Aldrich 
“Peas OTEK, cn iN doulas F terse Ee Ai eh ee Mrs. Joy (Tainter! McCreedy 
SP RSTOR Sy age Be aoe ees eee ee as, Robert Kirk, Clyde Losee, Malcolm Botkins, 

Carl Miller, Maurice Aymer, Earl Wurtz 
PTS 0) Site a OAM Coon Le wns Re BE SAMIR a SS, OF Je a Harlo Houghtaling 


On June 15, 1914, at a special election, V. A. Bliss was granted a lighting franchise 
to supply electric current to the village of Fairgrove. In 1924, V. A. Bliss sold the elec- 
tric plant to A. L. Malsbury. On August 25, 1924, at a special election the village 
voted to buy the electrical equipment from A. L. Malsbury for $4,000. President and the 
clerk were given the authority to dispose of the same. At a special election on October 
8, 1924, a franchise was given to the Great Lakes Power Company to construct, main- 
tain and operate electricity for public and private use. 


On January 27, 1925, the Great Lakes Power Company sold their franchise to 
Michigan Electric. Michigan Electric supplied the village with electricity until Janu- 
ary 1936 when Detroit Edison obtained the franchise. 
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HISTORY OF FIRE DEPARTMENT 


After the disastrous fire in 1901, the village council at a regular meeting on May 12, 
1902, discussed the needs for fire protection with something more than a bucket brigade. 
The President, J. R. Hamilton, appointed a committee, consisting of A. H. Moses, V. H. 
Mitchell and LB. Everett, to make estimate of costs of cisterns, hose, cart, engine, build- 
ing, etc, in connection with fire protection. Decided seven cisterns were to be dug, all 
could be located on private property expecting cwo. 


At a special election of the village of Fairgrove, the residents voted to bond the 
village for $1200 for fire protection. The committee had already purchased from Mar- 
lette a second-hand hand-pumped fire truck and hose cart for $200. A lot was pur- 
chased on Poplar Street for $45 from Smith Stanard to build an engine house for the 
fire apparatus. Dave and Archie McCloy contracted to build and furnish the material 
for the engine house for $285. During 1903, the seven cisterns were dug. In 1911, 
two more cisterns were put down and in 1923, two more. In June 1918,, the village 
council voted to buy a chemical engine for $290. On August 7, 1923, it voted to buy 
some hand chemical fire extinguishers. 


April, 1929, the Village voted to buy a Ford Fire Truck, costing $1200. This was 
the first motorized fire protection for the village. It was a model “A” truck. A new 
Chevrolet fire truck was purchased in 1942 and the old Ford fire truck was retained as 
a stand-by. These were chemical trucks. In late 1954, a group of fire-conscious people 
in and around Fairgrove canvassed the township for donations to buy a water tank truck. 
In two months enough money was collected to purchase a new Ford tractor-truck and a 
used 3,000 gallon semi-trailer tank. The latest thing purchased by the fire department 
was a new resuscitator for use in case of drowning or any cause where oxygen is needed. 
This year, 1956, a new truck will be purchased and the Chevrolet purchased in 1942, will 
be used as a stand-by. 


Before the old Model “A” fire truck was purchased and when the hand pump was 
used, nearly everyone would rather watch the fire than assist with the pumping, hence 
many recruiting trips were necessary at a fire in order to get men to man the hand pump. 


SOME DiSASTROUS FIRES IN THE VILLAGE 


1884 Trimble and Daugherty planing and sash mill by R. R. — east of Mrs. Vila Hickey’s 
home. 

1888 Streeter Hotel — between Glen Wright’s home and R. R. 

1895 Henry Mitchell wagon shop and implement building spot where Laetham imple- 
ment store now stands. 

1901 A section of Fairgrove wiping out all buildings between Adams’ store and hotel. 

1906 Joseph Wylie’s flour and grist mill. 

1911 James Green's saw mill. 

1917 First Fairgrove Elevator. 

1925 Old School house. 

1929 Section between drugstore and hotel burned again—Malsbury Hardware, Schluchter 
Building. 

1933 Section of Fairgrove between tavern and Hogle’s furniture building known as 
old Jameson building and Jim Russel’s meat market building. 


DID YOU KNOW THAT? 


A man by the name of Hazelton ran a hardware and tin shop in what is now the 
Enterprise building. 
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The first newspaper “Fairgrove Observer” was printed by Morton Vaughn. 

Frank Nagy lives in a house which once stood where the Masonic Hall stands. | 

John Starkey house was once the Cranston house and sat where the Lewis Hagen 
house 1s now. 


F. H. Richardson & Co., Elevator 
Burned in 1917, World War I. 


eS SER PEERS 


Built in 1918. Ed Aymer considered one of the most far-seeing 
and best Elevator men in the State was manager until his death 
September 27, 1948. He was in Elevator business 47 years. 
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The front parc of Dr. Barcalow’s house once sat just west of Reuben Frank's house 
and was the Joe Wylie home. 

Leroux built what is now the Masonic building and Dr. Hamilton had a drug store 
in it. 

The store which Max Aldrich owns is the oldest store in Fairgrove. 

Dan LeVan built what is now the house occupied by Bill Hurley. 

Harold and Lenore Profit’s house was once a creamery.. 

The house of Mrs. Wanda Kern on West Street was also a creamery where they 
made cheese. 

May Cornell’s garage, back of the Fairgrove Enterprise building was once one of 
twin buildings, located on West Street and used to evaporate apples. Several women 
and girls had employment there. 

D. P. Hinson was the first person in the township to become a Free Mason. 

The house just west of the Presbyterian church cnce stood where the Sunoco Oil 
Station stands. 

Some of the names suggested for the village of Fairgrove were Mont-Ville, Forest 
Home, New Lebanon, North Spy, New Lisbon, New Berlin, Middle Town and Fair Grove. 

When automobiles were first in Fairgrove there were no gas stations. The owners 
ae their gas in five gallon cans from the hardware. 

he first township library was kept in various homes in the village. Some of 
past ite eee were Mrs. Robert Butler, Mrs. Sellick, Mrs. Bowles Uorstianathe: of 
Charles Bowler, cashier in the bank), Mrs. Trimble. It was finally moved to the old 
school house. When the school house burned in 1925, the library burned. 

The building where the present Library is located was built by E. Crosby, grand- 
father of John, Donald, Robert, Cordon, Neva (Cramer), Edith (Imerson ), Jesse, 
(Robinson), also Ralph and Margaret now deceased. 

He kept a grocery store with living quarters in the back. 

Wylie Kirk, living in Section 23, son of John Kirk and grandson of Robert and 
Sarah Reid Kirk, was honored as a Master"Farmer in 1930. 

George Aldrich, who lives on Section 5 and 6, son-in-law of George Misner, holds 
the record yield for oats in the state of Michigan, 126 bushels per acre in 1929. 

Ellis Aldrich, great grandson of Archibald McCloy and son of George and Eva 
(Misner) Aldrich, was crowned Oat King in 1934. The first time and to date, 1956, 
only time this honor has come east of the Mississippi River. 

Clifton Metcalf, son of Sara and Lee Metcalf and grandson of Joseh Foster, was made 
Bean King in 1951; only one in Fairgrove township to date, 1956, to receive the honor 
and first in Michigan. 

Harold Metcalf, son of Sara and Lee Metcalf and grandson of Joseph Foster, was 
crowned Wheat King in 1951; the first time the honor came to a Michigan grower. 

Spencer Dunham, grandson of Orlando LeValley and son of John and Neva Dun- 
ham, was crowned Wheat King in 1952. 

Marian Pike, daughter of Harold and Lillian Pike, and great granddaughter of Jobn 
Francis and Ann Cook Pike, was sent by 4-H Club as an IFYE sstadenit to Norway in 

1955, the first and only one to be so honored from Fairgrove Township. 

George Aldrich, son-in-law of George Misner, was the first farmer in Michigan to 
be elected to the Honorary State Farmer degree by the Michigan Association of Future 
Farmers of America. 

Reid Kirk, grandson of Robert and Sarah Reid Kirk, was the original proposer of 
the idea to have a Bean Festival in Fairgrove on Labor Day. The 1956 Festival, this 
year, is the tenth and all of them have been headed by Mr. Kirk. He has almost single- 
handedly carried on much of the details for all the years of the Festival’s existence. 
Together with Ed. Gehrls, the village President, he has been successful in keeping the 
Festival on a high level. The President, Ed Gehrls, said: “The Festival is a ‘monument 
to Reid’.” 


WHO REMEMBERS? 


When we had four passenger trains daily from Saginaw to Bad Axe and two or more: 
long freight trains and Sunday excursion trains to Bay Port? 


When all our food and clothing were shipped in on che freight train—crackers, sugar, 
salt, molasses, kerosene, and other commodities were in barrels, dry goods in large 
wooden boxes? 


When drays drawn by horses brought the freight from the R. R. station and delivered it 
to the different stores? 


Aunt Hester Smalling? 


\When in the spring of 1906 Burt Reed was dashing around town in his horseless carriage, 
the first motor driven vehicle in the village? 


‘When the Stewart and Cornell printing office was over what is now Gehrls gas station? 


When Ed. Waite’s roller skating rink was over what is now the Masonic Hall? 
‘When Joe Wylie’s grist mill sat where the Adams’ homes are now? 


|When John Mills, facher of Herb Mills, had a barber shop in what is now the printing 
| shop? 


| When Hick Waggoner had a meat market in the house where Dr. Barcalow now lives? 


| When the fifth house north of the R. R. on the west side was a United Brethren Church? 


{ 
\ 


When the Democrats and the Republicans each had a pole representing their party? 
The Democrats raised their pole first, then the Republicans erected a pole twice as 
high? 

gh: 


| When Fairgrove was written Fair Grove? 


When the roof burned off old Town Hall on Center Street across from Charles Cramer’s 
house? Ed. Gehrls bought what was left and moved it to where his house is now 
located. He used it for a garage and built living quarters overhead. In 1951, he tore 
down the garage and lowered the house to its present position? 


| When the only telephones were “Valley” at B. H. Cornell; “Moore” at E. E. Jameson 
and F. R. Adams? 


When the following owned some of the first automobiles: Frank Stone, Elmer Jameson, 
Orrie Otis and Frank Richardson had White Buicks:; Mont Broadworth,, a Ford: 
Fred Adams, an Overland; Rev. McBurney, a Maxwell; and George Misner, a Reo. 


When Clyde Jameson was the first salesman for Ford cars and rented from Dr. Harrison, 
for a garage, what is now the barn of Dr. Barcalow’s with Tom Barr as the repair man? 


When Wm. Hoffman, Senior, was the telephone operator for Moore Telephone System, 
located in the building adjoining the old Elmer Jameson store? 


When on June L1, 1929, a motion carried that posters with pictures of girls advertising 
cigarettes should not be displayed in the village? 


When Akron village was one mile south of its present location. With the building of the 
S. T. H. Rail Road, one mile north, the village moved to where it is now. 
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Three and one half miles north of Fairgrove. Started mining coal 
in 1907, ceased mining 1915. Known as Handy Mine. Ray Achen- 
bach was Clerk and Pay Roll Master during its existence. 


FAIRGROVE TOWNSHIP IN TUSCOLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN 


Some of the patriotic services rendered in Civil War. 


Ebenezer West Johnson volunteered in 1861 in Company E. 7th Michigan Infantry, 
at Camp Monroe. 

James C. Luce enlisted in 29th Michigan Infantry, Sept. 1864. 

David E. Cranston enlisted in Company 14th Michigan Cavalry, Jan. 2, 1864. 

Three sons of Mr. and Mrs. M. Hiller fought in this war. 

Nelson B. Sherman enlisted Jan. 18, 1862. Was in Battle of Gettysburg. 

W. E. H. Gaylord enlisted in 1861 and was discharged in 1863. 

Renwick Jameson served in the Civil War. 

L. C. Wilber served in the Civil War. 


The following appeared in the Fairgrove Enterprise April 23, 1948: 

Michigan's lasc Civil War Veteran, Orlando LeValley died at his farm home south 
and east of town early Monday morning at the age of 99 years. 

Mr. LeValley was born Sept. 19, 1848 in Lapeer County and served in the Union 
Army during the Civil War. He was the last of the G-A.R. Veterans in Michigan. 

In 1876 Mr. LeValley settled on the farm which had always been his home. 

One son, Sylvester, four daughters, Mrs. Eva Culbert, Mrs. W’. R. (Effie) Kirk, Mrs. 
John (Neva) Dunham and Mrs. David (Iva) Hutchinson, 15 grandchildren and 29 
great-grandchildren survive. Spencer Dunham, a grandson, now owns the farm. 

Three of Mr. LeValley’s grandsons served in World War IL. 

Funeral services were held Thursday afternoon at the Methodist Church in Caro, with 


burial in Brookside Cemetery, Fairgrove, under the direction of the Caro American 
Legion and V.F.W. Posts. 


THE HONOR ROLL 


Dedicated to All Servicemen Living or Dead 


The boys upon the honor roll, God bless them all, I pray! 

God watch them when they sleep at night, and guard them through the day. 
We've stamped their names upon our walls, the list in glory grows, 

Our brave boys and our splendid boys who stand to meet our foes. 


Oh, here are sons of mothers fair and fathers fine and true, 

The little ones of yesterday, the children that we knew; 

We thought of them as youngsters gay, still laughing at their games, 
And then we found the honor roll emblazoned with their names. 


We miss their laughter and their cheer; it seems but yesterday 

We had them here to walk with us, and now they've marched away. 
And here where once their smiles were seen we keep a printed scroll; 
The absent boy we long to see 1s on the honor roll. 


So quickly did the summons come we scarcely marked the change, 
One day life marched its normal pace, the next all things seemed strange. 
And when we questioned where they were, the sturdiest of us all, 


We saw the stlent honor roll on each familiar wall. 


The laughter that we knew was gone; the merry voice of youth 
No longer rings where graybeards sit, discussing somber truth. 
No longer jests are flung about to rouse our weary souls, 

For they who meant so much to us are on our honor rolls. 


The V.F.W. has organized a Post in Fairgrove 
and erected a memorial on the school ground. 
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R ‘n S$ CORPORATION 
ROHLFS SMITH 


Manufacturers of 


COMPLETE LIQUID PLANT FOODS 
AKRON, MICHIGAN 
SERVICING THE THUMB 
and 


SAGINAW VALLEY AREAS 
E-Z-On LIQUID PLANT FOODS 
Any Analysis With Manganese 


For Best Results Use 


MODERN E-Z-ON LIQUID PLANT FOODS 


COMPLIMENTS OF 


COUNTRY LANE BOWLING ALLEY 


4434 Beach St. 


AKRON, MICHIGAN 
Phone 7161 


John Metiva 


Greetings From 


NORMAN RASCH 


GENERAL CONSTRUCTION 


UNIONVILLE, MICHIGAN 


PHONE UNIONVILLE 135F6 


ESTABLISHED IN 1896 


FAIRGROVE, MICHIGAN 


af 


Best Wishes of the 


CARO FARMERS’ CO-OPERATIVE 
ELEVATOR COMPANY 


CARO, MICHIGAN 


BUTT’'S SUNOCO SERVICE 
Phones 3581 — 9021 
FAIRGROVE, MICHIGAN 


Fuel Oil, Lube Oils and Farm Gasoline Deliveries 


Fairgrove — Phone 3621 Vassar — Phone 3711 


CLARK FUNERAL HOME 


AMBULANCE SERVICE — OXYGEN EQUIPPED 


5027 Mcluney 208 N. Cass 
FAIRGROVE, MICH. VASSAR, MICH. 


Sas ULI W. A. FORBES CO. 
Dealers in 
QUINTIN CRAMER LUMBER — COAL — CEMENT 
INSURANCE AGENCY PLASTER — ROOFING — PAINT 
| BUILDERS’ HARDWARE 
f Phone 7031 Akron, Mich. 
: | Fairgrove — 928] Caro — 448 
| 

Best Wishes 
NEETZ ; 


rnting 


LITHOGRAPHING 


af 
Se 
‘ 


si 
Phone 


TW 3-6475 


24 Hour Service 


LETTERHEADS, BUSINESS CARDS, 


OFFICE AND FACTORY FORMS 
QOURESPECIAETY. 
WEDDING INVITATIONS AND ENVELOPES 


702 South Euclid Avenue Bay City, Michigan 
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| 
N 
\ 
Ww 
vw 


Compliments of 


RAY’S BARBER SHOP 


and 


SISTER'S BEAUTY SHOP 


Hair Styling and Agency 
Hair Shaping EILER’S CLEANERS 
Phone 3561 Pick Up Service 
Doris Marker, Mgr. Tuesday & Friday 
FAIRGROVE 


Compliments of 


Ve Rows 


FAIRGROVE POST 7486 
We Honor the Dead 
by 
Helping the Living 


CLYDE LOSEE, Commander 
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Our Heartiest Greetings 
HEARTY GREETINGS 


May the Next 100 Years 


from 


GREATER HAPPINESS PARTLO BROTHERS 


AND PROGRESS 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 


Your Friendly Neighbor 


AKRON STATE BANK 


Bring to You Even | 
! 
Akron, Mich. Phone 772] 


AKRON, MICHIGAN 


GEO., ELLIS & LYLE ALDRICH 


HYBRID SEED CORN PRODUCERS 


FAIRGROVE, MICHIGAN 


Phones—Fairgrove 
Office 3881 


Residences 3018, 3016 


 BIVESRKOS 


One of Michigan’s Oldest and Largest Producers 


MANTEY‘S 
PEDIGREED SEED PRODUCERS 
PHONES — CARO MICHIGAN ee 
i S 


OFFICE 5102031 a 
RESIDENCE 4722 eS Yes 


FAIRGROVE, MICHIGAN 


Growers of 


PROVEN FARM SEED SINCE 1921 


THE FAIRGROVE ENTERPRISE 


“The Home Newspaper” 
ESTABLISHED IN 1896 
Published Weekly 


Dial 9811 


ALICE J. KACZOROWSKI, LEONARD F. KACZOROWSKI, 
Publisher Managing Editor 
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—— 


Compliments of 


CLYDE OTTO 


Dealer in 
STANDARD OIL 


15 Years of Service 


Phone 9391 4975 Darbee Fairgrove 
Best Wishes From 
THUMB LAUNDRY 
and 
DRY CLEANING CO. 
Phone 174 CARO, MICHIGAN 


Compliments of 


Compliments of 


MURDAY’S POP CORN 


RANDALL'S BARBER SHOP 


Phone 3154 STAND 
2418 N. Thomas Road MRS. MINNIE MURDAY, Prop. 
FAIRGROVE : 
Fairgrove 


> | 


CERTIFIED SEEDS FOR A GREATER YIELD 
Michelite Navy Beans 


Gerry Oats Yorkwin Wheat Erie Barley 


OLD OAK FARMS 


We are proud of our family record as farmers in 


FAIRGROVE TOWNSHIP 
Since 1876 


HARRY E. ROHLFS, Prop. 


leo Marker, Asst. Robert Proctor, Asst. 


Compliments of 


YOUNG‘’S DRUG STORE 


FAIRGROVE 


Store Phone — 3411 Home Phone — 3441 


| Phone 3601 


Compliments of 


D. L. DOSH, D.O. 


OSTEOPATHIC PHYSICIAN 
and 


SURGEON 


FAIRGROVE 


Congratulations 


FAIRGROVE 
MARSH MONUMENT CO. 


Clinton Gould 


Phone 9421 


Fairgrove 


Best Wishes From 


STARKEY’S FARM REPAIR 


Phone 3681 2114 Main St. 


FAIRGROVE 
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Phone 3291 


Best Wishes From 


SMITH’S BEAUTY SHOPPE 


5035 Maple St. 


FAIRGROVE 


Compliments of 


W. D. HILLS 


WATCH REPAIRS 


Phone 3932 


Fairgrove 


Compliments from 


SHARP’S RESTAURANT 
Meet Your Friends For 
LUNCHES & BEVERAGES 


Phone 9341 


2033 Main St. Fairgrove 


FAIRGROVE OIL COMPANY 


Ed and Phebe Gehrls 


WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS SUNOCO PRODUCTS 


Compliments of 


DAVIS CARTAGE CO. 


731 Walnut Street Carrollton, Mich. 
Maurice R. Davis, President Phone PL-2-6108 
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Compliments of 


RAYMOND R. COOK, M.D. 


Phone Akron Office 2011 


Phone Bay City — Res. 2-8445 


Greetings From 


ELDON C. LUTHER 


607 Eddy Bldg. 


SAGINAW, MICHIGAN 


SUN LIFE INSURANCE CO. 


OF CANADA 


MORTON'S 


GENERAL STORE 


Supplying Akron and Vicinity 


For 30 Years 


MONTE BUSH 


3729 N. Main Street 
AKRON, MICHIGAN 


Phone 254] 
INSURANCE 
Automobile — Fire 
Extended Coverage 
Bonds (Administrator) 
Fidelity — Workmen‘s Compensation 
Public Liability, Ete. 

We Solicit and Appreciate 


Your Business 
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Compliments of 


FAIRGROVE ELEVATOR CO. 


WALLACE & MORLEY CO., PROPS. 
Dealers in 
Beans, Grain, Feed, Coal, Tile & Fertilizer 


Phone 9311 2211 Main 


Fairgrove 


BORDENS 
ICE CREAM CO. 


SAGINAW MICHIGAN 


Phone 2-8181 


McDONALD 
SALES & SERVICE 


Greetings From 


AKRON HARDWARE J. L. Case 


FARM IMPLEMENTS & SERVICE 
AKRON, MICHIGAN 


Phone 2721 


Phone 7511 
AKRON, MICHIGAN 


Compliments of 


Greetings From 


Te ERIE 


ORCHARDIST CRAMER AND HANZEK 


AKRON, MICHIGAN 


Phone 2267 LOCKER SERVICE 
ALL Kinds of Apples AND MEATS 
In Season 
Best Wishes From Pde Alas Cel eit 


WEDDINGS GENERAL INSURANCE 
FUNERALS Fire — Windstorm 
CORSAGES 
Extended Coverage 
Pp 
FAIRGROVE 


UNIONVILLE, MICHIGAN 


Compliments of 


HOFFMAN HARDWARE 


PAINT — HARDWARE 


Phone 964] 2003 Main St. Fairgrove 


TIRES — BATTERIES 
HOME AND FARM DELIVERY 


PROFIT & ADAMS SERVICE STATION 


Phone 9221) 1996 Main Street. Fairgrove 


Congratulations 


MONTNEY’S MARKET 


GROCERIES AND FRESH CUT MEATS 


Phone 9621 2055 Main Fairgrove 
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LAETHEM FARM SERVICE 


FAIRGROVE, MICH. 


Phone 3511 


CHARLEY’S RADIO 


SERVICE 


TV — MOTOROLA, ZENITH 


HOME & CAR RADIOS 


Phone 3472 


C. M. WOLVERTON 


“FAIRGROVE MARKET” 


Groceries — Meats 


Phone 9711 
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HOGLE’S 
FAIRGROVE HARDWARE 


GIFTS — TOYS — GIFT WRAPPING 


Phone 9011 


DAY'S TAVERN 


FAIRGROVE, MICHIGAN 


LOUIS MORROW 


HOBBY SHOP 


Household and Commercial 


Electrical Wiring 


MAC'S TV & APPLIANCE | 


| BILL WEBBER’S 
STORE 


SUNOCO SERVI 
FAIRGROVE, MICH. pete: 


Phone 9021 
Phone 9881 


Compliments of WM. KAUFFOLD, Purchaser 


MAY |. CORNELL AGENCY 


LANDON MACHINE SHOP | FIRE — AUTO 


| LIFE and ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
AKRON, MICH. 


Phones — Sebewaing 5781 


Mrs. Jay Landon | Fairgrove 9021 


Congratulations | Best Wishes 


FAIRGROVE HOTEL 
BELLER GROCERY 

a | PROPS. THE BROOKS 
QUALITY and ECONOMY | 


Phone 3921 Fairgrove Phone 9141 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO FAIRGROVE 


STATE SAVINGS BANK OF CARO 


Offices at Fairgrove & Caro 


CHARLES BOWLES, Mgr. Fairgrove Branch 


Members of Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 


Insures Each Depositor to $10,000 
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HECKMAN _ 
BINDERY INC. = 


N. MANCHESTER, 
INDIANA 46962 
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